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Stained Glass Window
All Saints Episcopal Church, San Francisco, CA

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ajbear/3540638248/81/32157618376049422/




Rector's Not it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | te
ectors Notes you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little chjld
will never enter it.”

I'm going to tell you a secret. Publicly | decry and the story every year as if Mary and Joseph had never
denounce the fact that all the stores and now the public been to Bethlehem before and as if the shepherds willjbe
places and increasingly our neighborhoods are fully ~ shocked to see flocks of angels overhead, but we kno
decorated for Christmas as soon as the Halloween it happened long ago and that we know the story by
candy is put on sale and while pumpkin pie mix and heart because we’ve told it so many times. And yet the
cornbread dressing have not yet made their way from newness of it strikes us every year.
supermarket shelves to our kitchens.
We're having a simple Christmas at our house this yeqr.
Yes, that’s the indignant face | put on as | write dms Several factors are making it unwise to pull out all the
November 14. But you know, there is a part of me that stops. No huge tree. No boxes of decorations. Probably
is just like one child in our parish who can’t wait to get not all that much cooking as we won't be doing much
those lights strung up all over the yard, no matter that entertaining. Gifts will be for only the little children
it is 86 degrees and Thanksgiving is not even all that
close. | mean, how can you have too much Christmas? But we’ll have all we need. Each other. Time away fro:r
How can Christmas come too fast? work. Memories and anticipations. Especially wonderf
music. And the sacredness of our precious worship.
What | will honestly decry and denounce will be when Singing Silent Night in the darkened church and greet+
we get rid of Christmas just as quickly and discard any ing our friends in the wee hours of the morning before
impression it might have made on us like a dried out ~ we go home to sleep.
tree that has become a fire hazard.

We will be living in the Gospel of Jesus, which is the
But for right now, even though I'm a grandmother, | good news that God has given us what we need, that
feel the same flutter inside when | see homes and trees there is enough, and that we do not have to be afraid.
lighted up and smell the fresh pine of wreaths and hear The gospel of the marketplace, on the other hand, is
the familiar music as | did when | was very small. preaching a rival theology: you can never have enOUg:l,
more is better, the one who dies with the most toys wins.
| was about six when It is easy to get caught up in that kind of fear in this-s
I got my first Advent
calendar. It was one of
the German paper ones When we put on the eyes of children, though, what we

with glitter on it. see is less of the pretense and more of the true wondgr
| taped it on my bed- that is around us. Our senses are opened and our exppc-
room window so that tations are surpassed. And this cannot be thrown out

when | opened the littte ~ with the trash.
numbered door first
thing in the morning the Our liturgical year gives us a month’s head start on the

sunlight would shine calendar year. What a good time to do the clearing, th¢
through like a stained cleansing, the listening, and the patient waiting that caj
glass window. | never, prepare us once more to begin again like the children yve
ever cheated. were and the children that still live within us in the hopg

The cherub or chickadee that God has indeed given us what we need to do the
or bell was like a small gift measured out in tiny bits as work God has given us to do. And that, because God

| counted off the days till Christmas. became incarnate to show us what human beings are
meant to be, we are indeed enough, and we are blessg¢d
The Advent calendar made the waiting precious in by God in ways the world can never bless us.

itself. It helped me to see the gift that is alwayshie

present even as we live in expectation of the incarna-

tion of God in the baby Jesus. Advent embodies the Peace and blessings,
Christian paradox of the already but not yet. We tell




PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
for Advent

Circle us, Lord, in the dawn of our year.

In this time of patient waiting,

in the time of earth’s darkness, lead us to live in yiont.
Shine in our hearts to quell our fear and despair,

to overcome our sense of inadequacy,

to encourage and empower us to do your work.

Lord of creation, Lord of deliverance, Lord of promise,
Circle us to know the light of your presence.

Circle us, Lord, in the shelter of your outstretchedsar
Circle our families and friends who suffer illnessefjri
anxiety, and depression.

Circle those who are pregnant and who care for schadiren.
Circle those who are aging and lonely.

Circle those who travel afar and seek to return home.

Lord of creation, Lord of deliverance, Lord of promise,
Circle us to know the light of your comfort.

Circle us, Lord, in the power of your wisdom and peace.
Circle our world, our nation, our community, our households
Give us ears to hear your Advent message of hope,

your promise of holy triumph,

your commitment to the reversal of earthly power

for the coming of your kingdom among us.

Lord of creation, Lord of deliverance, Lord of promise,
Circle us to know the light of your kingdom.

Circle us, Lord, with the joy of your salvation.

Indwell your ministers.

Bring your Christ-light into our hearts

that it may shine forth into the darkness.

Give us eyes to see Christ in all whom we meet.

Give us ears to hear the song of the angels.

And give us hearts and hands to be Christ to all whonmewe s

Lord of creation, Lord of deliverance, Lord of promise,
Circle us to know the light of your Incarnation.

Amen.
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Childrer - Ministry news

Our Newest Member

(Claire East LaGrone)
born October 19th

Fun Fall

| cannot express in mere words how
humbled and honored Riley and |
have been by the tremendous love agd

This year's Fall festival was the best ever!
| think everyone enjoyed the blessing of
coming together to feast and visit as one large,

intergenerational group as the children played support you, our church family, have
tons of fun games and the adults browsed shown us as we prepared for and
the auction items compiled by our BoSA chapter. eventually welcomed our newest

A huge thank you goes out to the many adult and youth voluntedrsmember of St. Alban’s. The birth of
who made this such a special event. | am really looking fortea our second child was made all the
being there next year to enjoy the festivities and to make our sweeter by your many gifts of love,
St. Alban's Fall Festival an even bigger success! prayers, baby things, gift cards, meal
and general good wishes. We feel ric
with blessings because of you all and
we THANK YOU from the bottom of
our hearts.

=

If you were one of the lucky folks who posed for a photo taken
by the talented Brian Tarver, please contact him tohgeShutterfly
album info where you can find your keepsake.

Children’s Christmas Events | especially want to thank the best

children's ministry team of all time,

Our children have two (!) opportunities to papiate in 'I?C|Ud'ngALys.saDW”“f.md’garenp.
Christmas pageants! hope they will all be able to USSEll, Annie bowning, Lawn FIper,
take part in both. Lisa Perez, Bev Drawe, Arlene Knox

Rita Potts, Katherine Mulenbruch, angl
Kitty Collins,who took up the conside
able slack in Children's Chapel and

Sunday School over the last month a
First | gave the vast majority of my attentign
On Sunday, December 18 at 5:30 | to mothering.

God Bless each of you!!

U7

Our children will again present
‘Bethlehem’s Little Boy,’ a traditional
Nativity story in which they will wear
costumes and play assigned roles.

[Please contact Catherine immediately if your childrealditike to be a part of this wonderful occasion.

We are looking for children to play the roles in the @ag also children, youth, and adults to contribute to the
musical portion of the program. Parents will receivetglefhadvance notice of rehearsals, etc.

There will be anandatorydress rehearsal the morning of December 17, so pleaséhsadate. ]

To find information about the second Christmas pagdaase read the next page! ~ Cont'd >>>
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Childrer - Ministry news

Christmas is coming!!
(a note from Margaret)

Waiting, waiting, waiting. Waiting is hard for Chilein!
Their expectations get ratcheted up this time of year,
sugar is everywhere, and the voice of the marketplace
is doing its best to drown out the true promise of the
Gospel. It is up to all of us adults to help the children
remember (and remind us as well) that what we will
treasure most from this holiday season will have more
to do with people than with stuff and that the tuwes
spend with each other is something that can never be

bought, never be returned, and never be reclaimed ong

it is gone. | highly recommend Unplug the Christmas
Machine: A Complete Guide to Putting Love and Joy

Not just for parents. For all of us.

Back into the Seasdry Jo Robinson and Jean C. Staeheli

Second
The 5:30 service on Christmas Eve

This service is designed especially for the childrenthechild in all of us.

In lieu of a sermon the ministers will read the Natigtygry and the children
will present a tableau of all the characters. Chil@meninvited to attend the
service dressed as whatever character they wouldolike,tand it matters not

the least if there are six Mary’s or five wise men.

In years past a certain red-suited stranger has slipped
in to take communion. We’'ll see if he accepts our
invitation to begin his long night with

Holy Eucharist again this year.

Our Christian formation classes will resume on Sundayyary 8. That Sunday will also be the day we celebrate
Epiphany, and the children will have a chance to "bring wfthe baby Jesus" during the 11:15AM service.
We will be making these "gifts of love" during Sunday Schewolplease try to be there!!

We hope you have a lovely Christmas with your family.

God’s Blessings,
Catherine LaGrone
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EYC UPDATE

i |
November is always a difficult And how much more_valuable you are than birds!
month for a Youth Group. At this Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to
time of the year, we are competin¢ your life? Since you cannot do this very little
against school, sports, and holiday thing, why do you worry about the rest?
Sometimes it can be challenging t
get a Youth to commit to spending Luke 12:24-26
a whole weekend away.

That is why | was so excited to have a growing numb&foath attendingHappening andYES at
Camp Allen. These Diocesan retreats are renewdemels, allowing Youth to understand their
relationship with God and connect with Youth all over diocese.

This month we were also able to finish @lrare Save Spendurriculum in Sunday School. It was
interesting to discuss ideas about money with a grougenéteers. Our hope was to help the group
understand a relationship to finances that reflected treialmand values as Christians.

In Youth Group, we also finished a series cati@dnsider the Ravens”— a look at scripture and the
worries of our daily lives. Discussions are alwayslyiweith our EYC and it is interesting to see the
way they are able to interpret and respond to scripture.

This time of year reminds us to be thankful for our bitegs With the EYC, this is not a difficult task.
It is exciting to see a community of teenagers who speralin fellowship and spiritual growth. And
as we turn towards Christmas and a New Year, | ant dagihe opportunities to serve and play
alongside this group.

Upcoming Events:

Fireside Christmas (fundraiser) Decembel 18
Youth Christmas Party December 20th
Midwinter Retreat (at Camp Allen) December 28-30
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OUTREACH
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CROP HUNGER WALK

Report from
Kathy Luckett

Nov. 6, 2011

Walkers from several area churches
participated in the Buda-Kyle CROP Walk
CROP Walks are sponsored by Church
World Services and ask participants to [ 5"
walk in solidarity with people who have to walk long
distances for food and water.

This year the Walk focused on the need for clean drinking
water in many third-world countries. Team members
carried gallon bottles of water from the beginning ef th
race to the water stop at the first mile marker toine us

of women and children who often walk more than five
miles one way to collect substandard water to take teack
their villages.

The team from St. Alban's included members of the
Outreach Commission, Dave and Sue Saxon, Michael
Bishop and Kathy Luckett, and Mike and Judy Evans.

Walk Coordinator, Kathy Luckett, said, "This was a great
event and showed terrific community support for people
around the world who live in hunger and deep pov-

erty. We hope that next year's team will be evegela’

The Walk raised $3,000 for world hunger. CROP Walks
share 25% of monies raised with local food banks, so $74
was given to the Hays County Food Bank to support their|
fall campaign to feed local families.

COMING SOON/ HOW YOU CAN HELP

Our refugee family will be arriving on December 7th!

If you would like to help move the furniture into thaew
apartment on the 3rd, or help settle and decorate fteon t
5th & 6th, or if you would like to greet them at the aitpor
please contact Dave Saxon.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

Please continue to make your personal shopping
benefit our outreach projects by using Scrip cards
or going to Amazon through our website account.

... from the HOME front!
Reported by

&y, JoeAnn

Habitat

for Humanity”

1" #$
s ()

%8 1 ) |
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OUTREACH

Off the Hill Ministries & Contacts

&
Habitat

for Humanity”

MEALS
WHEELS

SAIL

2%

TRINITY
CENTER

Mentoring 1st and 2nd
Graders at Menchaca
Elementary School.
Contact: Jill Binder

Reading Initiative to buy
several books for 1st &
2nd graders where we
mentor. Books to own
themselves to read over
the summer.

Contact: Jill Binder

Joining teams to help

build affordable homes

for low income Austin

families.

Contact: JoeAnn Wright
or Robert Mann

Assisting arriving refugeq
families with housing and
other needs.
Contact:

David & Susan Saxon

Provides meals and mor
for homebound and othe
people in need through
programs that promote

dignity and independende.

Contact: Judy Evans

Saint Alban’s Inmate
Literacy project trains
and takes volunteers
into county correctional
facilities to tutor inmates
Contact: David Polached

Trinity Center is a place
where many homeless
“neighbors” find loving
friendships as well as
other needed services.
Contact: John Rouse

D

=
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~_EPISCOPALCHARITY
“n,, SPOTLIGHT

by DdvbDowning
December 2011 St. Al : -
¥y +
/{ This spotlight will change every
plscop f Development month to inform you about the
. inumerable missions we are
-~ Afgha.mStan ~ already supporting throughout the
PARTNERING WITH AFGHANS4TOMORROW Episcopal Church and the worldwide
After almost three decades of war and an Anghcan Communion.

oppressive regime, Afghanistan rernains extremely ¢
poor and highly dependent on foreign aid. Girls and
women continue to suffer the most. Because girls
were denied education under the Taliban regime,
the female literacy rate is 4% to 14%. Afghanistan
has the highest maternal mortality rate in the world
— on average one Afghan mother dies in childbirth
every half-hour

PROMOTING HEALTH AND FIGHTING DISEASE

Episcopal Relief & Development iz providing
financial and staff support to the Sheik Yassin
Health post, which is the only medical facility in the
Chak district. It will serve 2000 residents and
provide 24-hour medical services.

The organization will also support a district
hospital in an extremely dangerous and medically
underserved area. A female surgeon provides much-
needed OB/GYN care.

CREATING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES AND
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

At the A4T1 Girls School in an impoverished
suburb of Kabul, vocational training provides girls
with skills and opportunities to earn an income. An
intensive stu ro; allows the girls to gain oy
admission in‘:z Is,ecf::l?ry schools byglﬁccessglﬂy Please pray for .e’veryone m Afghansmn_ our
completing the curriculum established by the E troops, their government, and their

Ministry of Education. - impoverished people, especially the women
g,andguis bearing the ‘brunt of the hardship.

'I

DONATE TO EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT

If you want to give donations directly to theset
specific missions please do so. But also realize that
your current donations to St. Alban's are doing their

£

part to support these ministries even now!

http://www.er-d.org/
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C’ ’ é A;L&/Zﬂ the bonds of

CHURCH

Saint Alban's

Ttventy Hive Pears
Remembering the Past, Celebrating the Future.

www.stalbansaustin.org/ANNIVERSARY 25YR_Booklet.pdf

Here is where the recording of our church’s history
becomesnteractive — as it always is when we try to
reconstruct and make the record come alive!
Onpage 6there are some photographs of people
signing documents. If those ydu who were there
could help identify those people it would be greatly
appreciated. Just call Linda at 512-663-8043 or
Email Imcrannell@austin.rr.com

and TRADITION

Last month in this space ...

we mentioned the book that was
prepared by Jack Shirley for the
25th anniversary of the parish.

Now we have begun scanning it and
posting it to our website. That is still
a work-in-progress, but we thought
you might enjoy seeing even the
first few pages now. (Those of you
who are real history buffs may want
to check back periodically to see
pages as we post ther@lick on

the link under the cover image (left)

Last month we also said we would
be sharing information about the
places (besides the bar!) where our
charter members met for study and
worship as the congregation was
organized. On page There is a scanneq
newspaper article about one of those
early classes that met at another
church.

Classes of lnstructiﬁn :
on the

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Adult Classes Will Be Held In:

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH|
on— Beginning Sunday, March 14th
Aot T:30 poen. with nursery.

pirections for finding St. Christopher's: N

(g ..
1 oad off 4 r}/ i "F ¥
Baw Caves Bz nedr T i

Coak F, Austry, Toxas r"'..".: R b1 &,

And the same class will be repeated on every Tuesd:
ing March 16th at 7:38 pum, with niarsary. s ba

held in the Episcopal Churches’ newest mission:

10

We are hoping to rescan many of these items at

higher resolution so you can magnify more.
Meanwhile, you can always try holding down
your computer’s Ctrl button while clicking the 4
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) UNIVERSITY

Financia)/

This 13-week course taught by Dave Ramsey on DVD,
will be offered at St. Alban’s on Tuesday evenings
beginning at 7:00 p.m. on January 24th.

Travis & Suzanne Smith will be leading the class.

The course teaches families and individuals common-geisaples like how to make a plan with

their money so they are able to free themselves dfatebbuild lasting wealth. After each lesson there
is a small group discussion that provides accountabilityeaoduragement. Topics include saving for
emergencies, budgeting, relationships and money, and gettiag!latu

On January 15, during our Christian Formation hour, thdréeva preview of the program — complete
with video “trailers” and sharing by Suzanne & Travis. ibuitfor the seminar will be $93er family,

and that will include all materials and assure a lifetpnomise that you may return to any FPU seminar
whenever you wish to review or if for any reason youdrteedrop out early during this one. A limited
number of half scholarships are available. Meanwhileiore information, or to register, call Lisa or
talk to Travis or Suzanne.

“Dave Ramsey's-inancial Peace Universitgrogram has changed our lives. Before
following those principles, we had no plan with our mongye weredeeplyin debt
because of school loans and we did not see a waywéeithad financed our loans to be
paid off when we were 75 years old! An entire life ohtage and paying others. This

is until we foundrinancial Peace Universitylt gave us hope and taught us a way to get
out of the mess we found ourselves in. By followingsehprinciples, ‘and living like no
other, so that one day, we could live like no othere committed ourselves to getting out
of debt. In 26 months, by working together, sticking fdaa and being highly motivated,
we succeeded in becoming debt free! It was hard and patut, is so worth it. This

can be you too. Financial Peace University offers hdpnvgituations seem hopeless
and always teaches that there is a way out. Wevamg jproof. Having control of our
finances has enabled us to do more than we could havaewed or imagined. Without
that financial freedom it is difficult to imagine home could have been able to come to
seminary for Travis to pursue his call to the priesthood.

Come learn and be changed.
This just might be one of the best decisions you coalle this new year.”

* No, it's not a typo.

Rest assured ... while taking the course (amigithen) ...
that quote will come to make profound sense.

Then it will be forever etched on your mind and heart!

11
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BLESSING of the ANIMALS

ANIMALS

12
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’A Hudson Sanders son of Todd & Jennifer

ﬂ.g (7] and brother of Boston, was baptized

on November 6th.

And Claire LaGrone, daughter of
Catherine and Riley and sister of June,
was blessed and welcomed to our parish
on November 20th.

St Alban's children at Parson House service Nov 13.
They added innocence, love and music to the church service.
The residents loved it.

FOURTEEN young people from St. Alban’s
will be going to Summer Camp at Camp Allen
on half-scholarships this summer!

=

Paul Rozowski reports that nearly $2500 was raised by
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew at the Fall Festival.

 “SUMMER CAMP 201 1=

Thanks to the Brotherhood and everyone who participatgohated to make this happen!

13




We celebrate with our friend — Paula Engelhorn
as her path to the priesthood arrives at atain.

14




St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Monthly Newsletter

DEC 2011/JAN 2012

__hitp_|

RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM THE RECTOR

WEBSITES

December

BOOKS

http://ssje.org/sermons/?p=601

A lovely Christmas Eve sermon by
Brother Curtis Almquist, former
abbot of the Episcopal monastery
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the
Society of St. John the Evangelist.
This is a meditation on the hymn,
O Little Town of Bethlehem.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72hWLzYFUbw

Welsh singer, Aled Jones, is joined by the British
choirboys,Libera, to sing O Little Town of Bethlehem.
I will listen to this daily as my spiritual practicerfo
Advent and meditate on its promising message for iy
into the possibilities of the new year in light oétyifts

God has given us.

ing

Unplug the Christmas Machine
by Jo Robinson
and Jean C. Staeheli

| revisit this book every couple of

years, just about now when the

frenzy begins. It helps me to calm

down, simplify, and enjoy more

fully this precious time of our

liturgical year. This year especially,

when in Christian formation we

have been talking so much about

the competing gospel of the marketplace (“more is bétter
“there’s not enough to go around!”) vs. the Gospel of Jesy
Christ, | wish you a simple Christmas in which your resesi
are well aligned with what you truly treasure most.

TheTwenty-Four Days Before Christmas
by Madeleine L'Engle

This is a sweet story by Madeleine
L’Engle, author of A Wrinkle in
Time and other inspirational books.
It's written for elementary school
readers, but its message is ageless
and nourishing for all of us.

LOOK!

lSomething NEW

goto
www.stalbansaustin.org/CHRISTMAS BOOKSTORE.htn

to find

Margaret’s
Christmas BooksList
with links to where you can buy them

(or find the link on our
website homepage)

%)

N

15
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__http | RECOMMENDATIONS
{Ef)f‘ FROM THE RECTOR

WEBSITES

BOOKS

January

http://www.manifoldgreatness.org/

From February 28-July 20 the Harry Ransom Center
will host a world-class exhibit of the King James Rile
on the 408" anniversary of its initial publication. The

only other U.S. location will be at the Folger Shakaspe
Library in New York.

OnMarch 4 (yes we are looking ahead, but mark your
calendars) St. Alban’s will have a private tour with a
docent at 3:00 in the afternoon. We will also prepare
with some Christian formation groups that focus on thg
evolution of the Bible and the importance of the variou
translations.

o7

The Artist's RuleNurturing Your Creative Soul

with Monastic Wisdom

What Episcopalians Believe by Christine Valters Paintner

Thisis a much anticipated look at the essence of thd I can think of no better way to center ourselves an
Episcopal Church — theology, doctrine, practice, ang weed out the frenzy of our overstimulated lives than
polity — by Dr. Samuel Wells, Dean of Duke Chapel. to look to this meditation on the simplified life of
We will be offering at least one, possibly two book monastic practices and the creativity which is at ou

study groups to engage this work. very core.

16




St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Monthly Newsletter

DEC 2011/ JAN 2012

NOT Sunday!

Saturday December 3rd

REGARDING HENRY

Harrison Ford stars as a high
profile attorney, who suffers a
gunshot wound to the head during
a robbery. He loses his memory,
his motor skills and all of his
professional abilities. But, in
return, he regains his sense of s¢
and the ability to love and bond
with his wife and daughter.
Directed by Mike Nichols

(The Graduate, Carnal Knowledge),

Ford and Annette Benning give memorable performances
in this heart-warming movie.

f

COMING Saturday December 3rd at 6:00PM
to The Parlor at St. Alban’s Parish Life Cente!

17

from Tony

REIGN OVER ME

Adam Sandler is a Manhattan
dentist, whose wife and chil-
dren died in the 9-11 terrorist
attacks. Suffering from post
traumatic stress disorder and
crippling depression, Sandler
crosses paths with his college|
roommate, played by Don
Cheadle. Cheadle decides to
become involved with Sandler,
and together they confront their
own demons.

COMING SundayJanuary 15th at 6:00PM
to The Parlor at St. Alban’s Parish Life Cente!
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After weeks of dedicated instruction
and c¢alstudy ....

NEW GRADUATES COMMISSIONED

... and certificates (and hugs!)
all around
at a graduation banquet ...

Twelve new members of our Community of Hope were comarmissl as Lay Chaplains
at our worship services on Sunday November 6, 2011.

Christian Formation

Young Adult Class
Group Leader: Michael Bishop

During Advent the class will be
following theNarrative Lectionary.
At the start of the New Year we
will be studying selected Psalms
until Lent.

Bring your coffee cup to the
Upper Room at 10:15AM
to join us!

18




Blue Christmas
A Liturgy for those who have suffered loss
Wednesday, December 21
7:00PM

Cries of “Merry Christmas!” and non-stop caroling cast with the feelings of many

people at this time of year. For those suffering froenrétent or impending death of
loved ones, for those whose families are in crfsispeople hurt by divorce or separation,
for those who have lost their jobs or health, andviany others it can be a very isolated
and dreary time. Every greeting and every song remindgrigiestricken of how unhappy
life is at this moment.

Many churches have begun to recognize that Festivalsssbhe and Carols, celebrations
of Christmas, and children’s pageants do not meet evesyneeds. To fill this gap this
year we at St. Alban’s will offer a Blue Christmas\sce, a Service of Solace or Longest
Night. People who are not having a very merry Christmdsfiaends who support them are
invited to come and sit with one another in a litudggttspeaks of the love of God for the
grieving.

We will gather in the early darkness to experienceptbsence of Christ’s love even as we
are accompanied by emotions of very real sadness. Peeptmcouraged to bring readings
to share, photos or objects of remembrance

We will receive laying on of hands for healing and Hobn@nunion in remembrance of
the One who loves us in sorrow and joy. Your friendghteors, and family members are
most welcome. Following the service the alumni of Wegkthe Mourners’ Path grief
recovery group, the vergers, and the Daughters of thewdlhgost an informal reception
with special coffees, cocoa, and cookies as well as &inheese.

If you wish to refer people to this announagmeu can find it online at
www.stalbansaustin.org/Blue_Christmas_2011.pdf

19




Advent and Christmas at St. Alban’s

Sunday, November 27, 5:00 pm
Thomas Echols, Classical Guitar Concert
followed by an informal reception in Parish Life Center

Sunday, December 4, 5:00 pm
Dr. David Means, Concert of Holiday Favorites (piano & singing)
followed by an informal reception in Parish Life Center

Sunday, December 11, 5:00 pm
Handel's Messiah (Christmas portion)
followed by an informal reception in Parish Life Center

Sunday, December 18, 5:00 pm
Fireside Christmas
St. Alban’s Children present “Bethlehem’s Little Boy”
St. Alban’s Youth prepare and serve dinner, and
afterwards we practice Christmas carols!
Parish Life Center

Wednesday, December 21, 7:00 pm
Blue Christmas
Solemn and comforting worship with Holy Eucharist
for people for whom this season is not jolly because of loss or sorrow

Saturday, December 24, 5:30 pm
Rite Il Holy Eucharist with ‘pick-up ‘pageant and Christmas Carols
All children are invited to come as any character in the Nativity Story
Pageant will take the place of the sermon

Saturday, December 24, 11:00 pm
Festival of Lessons and Carols with Midnight Mass
Music by the Choir of St. Alban’s, Dr. David Means Director
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Comencemos!

St. Alban’s Advent Concert Series has begun!

On November 27th Classical Guitarist Thomas Echols entettais with a wonderfully diverse program
that ranged from thoughtful and pensive in mood to delightidhimsical. He played at the front of the
sanctuary, seated before our altar table which wasdiestl with sparkling votive candles which you can
can see reflected in the window as the sun set on thehaikzour hill. We are very grateful to him for
offering his great musical gift to help us celebrate ous@eaf joyful watching for the birth of the Christ.

You will not want to miss the last two concertshrstseries.

December 4th 5:00PM December 11th 5:00PM
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How Then Shall We Give?

As we all anticipate giving Christmas gifts,

here are some suggestions of ways you might want
to give something that will warm hearts

and serve the real needs of the world.

The Christmas Gifts you buy can help raise mopey
for St. Alban’s Outreach & other projects.

Just buy through Amazon by going first to ou

link below or from the link on our homepage.

Please remember to start )

your shopping at Amazon St. Alban s Account

by entering through our www.stalbansaustin.or§MAZON_STORE.htm
website so that children will be with

given books to help them retain
their reading skills over the summer.
(See results in our Outreach report.)

Advent Conspiracis a movement.

Episcopal Relief and Development
is already on _the groun_d doing God's vyork It's tens of thousands of Christians around the wdnldwing the kind of
wherever a disaster strikes. You can give gn birthday party Jesus loves. It started in 2006 with justdburches. Toda
animalto a struggling family, help build a y party o ] ) J _ 5 y
there are Advent Conspirators in over 20 countriespcating Christmas

well or solar power You may designate not
only your gift, but also what part of the world more deeply and blessing others vattie drinking water, offered in Jesus

you will bless. (See page 9.) name. The conspiracy is based on four very simple itléaship Fully
Please visit their websiteww.er-d.org Christmas is about Jesus. Full worship isn’t about roouech services. It's

about everything, everywher@pend Leshristmas is about turning love
into a human, not a thing. Americans spend $400 bilio€hristmas—we
think a better party is possibl@ive More Christmas is about God giving
services they offer to impoverished familie hm_self awgy to the peopl_e he loves. Why don’'t we @écstime®ove All
are a food pantry, prenatal and infant care Christmas is about love without borders or bounda¥ikste here to help
English as a second language, preschool, your love be the same.

adult career counseling, clothing, and health
screenings. their websiteusvw.elbuen.org Please take 2 % minutes to watch the videevat.water.cc

El Buen Samaritanois a mission of the
Episcopal Church in Austin. Among the

There are now two ways you can purchase cards!
See list athttp://www.glscrip.com/shop/Search.aspx?earchType=2&CathopdgPagelndex=1

We can gegift cards for almost everywhere you shop and eat. You buy them @r® at face value, and we get a generous percentape
when you spend them. And remember, gift cards makei¢gordsents, too.

o9 See neage for more information.
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Major Retailers Want to Give St. Alban’s Money for our
Menchaca Elementary First & Second Grade Reader’s Iniative!

We're pleased to share some exciting news about a malsgiising program that St. Alban’s has
begun. It's called “scrip”, and it's a fundraising praign that will support St. Alban’s in buying 12 new
books for each first and second grader at Menchaca BtargeSchool at the end of the school year.

Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute money” etler words, scrip is gift certificates from
national and local retailers. They're the same giftifezates that you buy at the store. Many popular
retailers participate in our scrip program including HR&Bl-Mart, JCPenney, The Gap, Shell, Pizza
Hut, Red Lobster and many, many others.

You're probably asking yourself how these stores help us raaseyn It's simple -- scrip participating
retailers agree to sell gift certificates to St. Aisaat a discount. St. Alban’s families and friends buy

value, and St. Alban’s keeps the difference to buy bookihéoyoung readers at Menchaca Elementary.

The beauty of scrip is that you put your regular household shgpilars to work.

You help St. Alban’s raise money for the reading prograrowit spending a single additional penny.
Scrip can be used for just about any household purchase incfadthglothing, entertainment, gaso-
line and even dining out.

How do you buy Scrips?

There are two ways you can purchase cards: at the ¢laurahline. If you shop online just go to
www.shopwithscrip.conand use our Enrollment Cod€79FD9853L3L3. If you prefer, you can
orderduring coffee hour after chur@nd staff will have cards shipped to the church where you
can pick them up. In addition, we have currently haveesbliaB and Wal-Matrt gift cards on
hand and available for immediate purchase. [Note: Yolbeihsked to set up an account
online but will not be asked to provide financial inforiator order online. The order will
simply be forwarded to our Scrip coordinator at the chiirch

Questions? Contact the church office or Melissa i@neatmel.stalbans.scrip@gmail.com

To Read Scrips Christmas Flyer
thvinformation specific to St. Alban’s
go to
www.stalbansaustin.org/Scrips_Christmas_Flyer.pdf
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9:30AM
Adult Bible Study

10:30AM
Klickety-Klack

Jonah & Elijah
6-9PM EFM 6PM Cinema
Paradiso
9:00AM Eucharist 10:30AM 8:30-10AM
& Children’s Chapel Tai Chi 6:30PM | B-O-S.A.
: isti 1-4PM EFM . Mahjon
10:15AM Chr|§t|an 9 SOAM jong 10:00AM—d:00PM
Formation JAdUIrt] ?‘IE‘? Etudy Choir Rehearsal
10:11AM (potluck) onem & =i (These folks are
11A:IL|5qua|\r/|ISh BRUNCH 6-9PM EFM reaIIy dedlcatedl)
Eucharist Rite Il
. 6:30PM
& Children’s Chapel .
4-6PM Youth Group P Community of Hope
5PM ADVENT CONCERT Christmas Party
(progressive dinner)
9:00AM Eucharist 10:30AM
& Children’s Chapel Tai Chi
10:15AM Christian 1-4PM EFM 9:30AM 10-12 Noon
Eormation 6:30PM Adult Bible Study Dress Rehersal for
11-15AM Outreach Mtg Jonah & Elijah Christmas Play
Eucharist Rite Il
& Children’s Chapel
4-6PM Youth Group 10:30AM
5PM ADVENT CONCERT Klickety-Klack
6-9PM EFM
9:00AM Eucharist
& Children’s Chapel 6:30PM  |5:30PM
10:15AM Christian 7:00PM Mahjong |Family Service

Formation
11:15AM
Eucharist Rite Il
& Children’s Chapel
4-6PM Youth Group
5:00PM
Fireside Christmas

Blue Christmas
Service

Children’s Pageant
& Santa Claus

(Movie & Tamales

between services)

11:00PM

Festival of Lessons &

Carols with

Holy Eucharist

No Services Today

10:30AM
Klickety-Klack

HAVE A JOY-FILLED CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!

(office closed)




10:30AM 10:30AM 9:30AM
Mornlng Prayer Tai Chi Adult Bib|? Study
1-4PM EFM Jonah & Elijah 10:30AM
Klickety-Klack
OFFICE
CLOSED
EPIPHANY 10:30AM 9:30AM 8:30-10AM
Tai Chi Adult Bible Study B.O.S.A.
SUNDAY 1-4PM EFM Jonah & Elijah 6:30PM
9:OOAM Eu?harlst Séi?rpe’\;ch e 6:30PM C.O.H. Mahjong
& Children’s Chapel g Circle of Care Mtg.
10:15AM Christian 7:00PM
Formation Fi.nancial Peace
11:15AM University
Eucharist Rite Il
& Children’s Chapel
4-6PM Youth Group
9:00AM Eucharist 10:30AM Zéfﬂg'\.gl St
& Children’s Chapel 7:00PM JonL;h &IEﬁah e
10:15AM Christian ; 1-4PM EFM L0:30AM
. i Daughters of Klickety-Klack
ormation OFFICE The King
11:15AM CLOSED
Eucharist Rite Il
& Children’s Chapel
4-6PM Youth Group
6PM Cinema Paradiso MLK
Day
9:00AM Eucharist 10530@'\/' 1-4PM EFM Zéfﬂg'\.gl ctud
& Children’s Chapel Tai Chi JonL;h &IE”e e
= jah 6:30PM
10:15AM Christian el
A 7:00PM Mahjong
Formation . .
) Financial Peace
11:15AM University
Eucharist Rite Il
& Children’s Chapel
4-6PM Youth Group
9:00AM Eucharist 10:30AM
& Children’s Chapel Tai Chi
10:15AM Christi
rstian 7:00PM
Formation . .
) Financial Peace
11:15AM University

Eucharist Rite Il
& Children’s Chapel
4-6PM Youth Group
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11819 IH 35 South (physical)
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P.O. Box 368 (mailing)
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Fax (512)282-6419
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Email: lisa@stalbansaustin.org
Email: margaret@stalbansaustin.org

ALMANAC Editor
Linda Crannell
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[Your feedback and suggestions are welcome
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PHOTO CREDITS

Photos absolutely are what make the Almanac pages shimehes spirit on our hill!

sometimes chaotic process of putting the Almanac togaiteways keep the sources
straight.) But we are grateful to all of you. So TMAYOU to those who took the

pictures appearing in this issue ... with apologies to somwause we have lost track of

who sent in which pictures!

PET BLESSING: Jack Shirley
EYC: Brian Tarver
CROP WALK: Kathy Luckett

NEWEST MEMBER BLESSING: Randall McKee
CHILDREN at PARSON'’S HOUSE: Annette Greenfield

COMMUNITY of HOPE: Jack Shirley

Our Vision: With God’s help, St. Alban’s embraces the growth of@ammunity as we invite and welcome all fellow
seekers to come and worship with us. We offer a yaofebpportunities for spiritual growth and diverse vimps
experiences, and we actively share our faith in Chitkt @thers through service, outreach and fellowship.
Our Mission: We seek transformation of lives through sharing the gfftSod’s grace and love.




