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There is a billboard along IH-35 that has recently 
captured my attention. It may have been there for a 
long time, but I first noticed it a couple of weeks 
ago. It is one of the Inspire series, and it shows 
Norman Rockwell painting a self-portrait. The 
caption reads, “Saw the best in us.” 
 
November is defined by Thanksgiving, and how 
can you think of Thanksgiving without the iconic 
Rockwell painting springing to mind. Grandfather 
stands at the head of the table, dressed in a suit  
and tie. Grandmother is placing the gigantic turkey 
in front of him as the family beams. The table is 
laden with crystal, silver, all the stuff we only  
actually use once a year. I’ve had Thanksgivings 
that lived up to that myth and plenty that didn’t, 
holidays when someone was missing or someone 
was sulking or someone forgot to thaw the turkey 
in time. One of my best Thanksgivings was the 
one when I broke my hand the day before and 
simply barked instructions to a kitchen full of male
-type people, all of whom cringed at the thought of 
actually sticking their hand inside the chilled  
turkey to pull out the bag of neck and gizzards. 
Anyway, sometimes we have Thanksgivings the 
way it is supposed to be and sometimes we have 
what the tide draws in. 
 
When I was a preschool chaplain I went to  
Barnes and Noble to find some story books about 
Thanksgiving to share with the children. There are 
adorable books about apple-cheeked pilgrims and 
Squanto and lovely books about families being 
together and sweet books about gratitude and love. 
But one thing was missing in fully 100% of the 
books – God. It appears from these books that we 
express gratitude to each other and to the great  
vacant expanse but that there is no ultimate source 
of all that is good and life-giving. 
 
Of course we give thanks to God at church. The 
word Eucharist is actually the Greek word for 
Thanksgiving. Have you ever thought of that  
turkey feast as Eucharist? Give it a try this year,  
 

even with cranky relatives and slightly burnt 
dressing and see if it doesn’t feel holy. In our 
Morning Prayer there is the prayer known as the 
General Thanksgiving. We need it because we 
don’t enflesh our thanksgiving in that office,  
and thanksgiving is the very essence of our  
relationship with God. 
 
It is no accident that we at St. Alban’s hold our 
annual pledge drive at this time of year. In fact, 
we set the date by locating the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving and counting back six weeks from 
there. We spend six weeks focusing on our  
gratitude to God, and this year we will have 
spent even more time examining our relation-
ship to money because it is so complicated. I 
have no illusions that we will arrive with all  
our hang-ups erased, but I do hope we will  
have made a beginning.  
 
The thing about real gratitude is that it is all 
about motion. It is all about overflowing. When 
we are aware of how God has blessed us we 
cannot help but share. It doesn’t really matter 
how much we have to share from. What does 
matter is the awareness of the fact that God has 
blessed us and that we know in our heart of 
hearts that blessing is always meant to be on the 
move. 
 
Another thing about Thanksgiving – airports! 
The Wednesday before Thanksgiving is the  
busiest travel day of the year, and one of my  
favorite things to do when I’m waiting for some-
one at the bottom of the escalator at Austin 
Bergstrom is to watch people’s faces, both the 
people at the top and the people at the bottom.  

Cont’d > 
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You see the moment of recognition, the waves, the 
smiles, and then the joy-filled wait as the escalator 
descends and the hugs and embraces at the bottom, 
the babies handed over to be snuggled, the lifting 
of burdens from traveler to host. 
 
Isn’t that what church is all about? Recognizing 
each other, seeing the best in each other, embrac-
ing each other, and sharing each other’s burdens? 
Isn’t it about letting what we have been given, our 
tangible and intangible gifts alike, overflow? Isn’t 
it about giving way more than about receiving? 
And don’t we grow in spirit when we give freely 
and without asking what is in it for ourselves? 
 
And while we celebrate this up on our hill, the 
point, the very reason for our being church is to 
take it down into the world. To share from every-
thing God has given us with everyone who has 
hunger or thirst of any kind. It is in Matthew’s 
gospel that Jesus says, “Whatever you do for the 
least of these, you do for me.” Those words are 
our marching orders, and we take them very  
seriously. For a parish our size we do a great deal 
and we will strive to do more. God keeps blessing 
us so that we may bless the world. 
 
So let’s don’t limit Thanksgiving to a day or a 
weekend or even a month, though I invite you to 
declare November to be Thanksgiving all month 
long. Let’s see the feast that is all around us, yes 
even in doubt and even as the politicians rant and 
even as life rarely lives up to a Norman Rockwell 
image. It is blessing nonetheless, and it is gift, and 
don’t we live best when we live in Gratitude. To. 
God.? 

Cont’d  
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The General Thanksgiving    
Book of Common Prayer  

Page 101 
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cont’d 

Fall has finally come to Austin and we are all so thankful!! 
 
Fall Festival 
We kicked off the season with a fabulous Fall Festival on October 22nd. With the dinner and Silent Auction 
provided by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s and benefitting camp scholarships for our youth, and the  
carnival for all ages sponsored by the Children’s Ministry, a great time was had by all.  
A big “Thank You!” goes out to everyone who helped out, donated funds or supplies, and brought friends 
and family to enjoy the festivities! A special thanks to Brian Tarver and Karen Fussell for heading up the 
event in my absence.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday School 
Children’s Sunday School has been going very well this last couple of months and I encourage anyone 
who is interested to come check out what we are doing. The Godly Play room is a wonderful, sacred place 
for children ages 4yrs-���������	��
�������
�������������������	
��������	��	����� �����	����������	�����
learning styles to teach the lectionary readings to children in 1st-3rd ������
������������	���������������
�
has been growing louder lately with more tween-aged kids (4th-6th grade) than ever! The Tweens have been 
studying the role of money and spirituality in our culture and have come up with some great visuals to  
represent their learning. Come on down the hallway anytime to see all the wonderful things we have been 
doing!! 

Pet Blessing 
Keep in mind that our Pet Blessing will be on Saturday, November 5th at 9:30am at Menchaca Elementary 
School. There will be all kinds of fun activities and entertainment, including appearances by Clifford the 
Big Red Dog and the awesome children’s music duo, The Biscuit Brothers! Come and invite friends and 
neighbors to bring animals (on a leash) to be blessed, donate to our First Grade Reading Initiative, and 
have some fun! 
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cont’d 

Children’s Ministry Parson’s House Visit 
 
There was a change in plans for the Children’s Ministry program at Parson’s House 
www.parsonshouseaustin.com , the assisted living center where many of our members celebrate the Eucharist 
every week. This important event will now be held on Sunday, November 13th following the 11:15am service. 
This is a great way to teach our children the value of volunteering their time to the good of God’s Kingdom, 
and I strongly encourage all of you who have children ages 0-12 to participate. If possible, plan to go with your 
children and be there at 1:30pm. If your child/children would like to participate and you are unable to transport 
them, please contact Annie Downing at amdowning76@gmail.com to discuss possible carpooling options.  
 

Christmas Play 
It is very important that you let me know as soon as possible  
if your child/children would like to be a part of our annual  
Children’s Christmas Program.  
 
This event will be held during the Youth Sponsored  
Fireside Christmas on Sunday, December 18th at 5pm,  
with a mandatory Dress Rehearsal on Saturday the 17th  
from 10am-12pm.  
 
I would like to have casting complete by the middle of  
November, so I need to know who will be participating  
early in the month. We will be presenting the traditional  
Nativity play “Bethlehem’s Little Boy” again this year  
and will need all manner of innkeepers, angels, sheep,  
and shepherds in addition to the Holy Family. Each child  
will only have one line to memorize, and there are several  
parts that do not require speaking, so please do not hesitate  
to join in the fun. There is sure to be a role for every child  
who wants to experience the joy of telling this Holy story.  
Any children who have musical abilities and would like to  
present a piece during the program should let me know  
so we can plan that portion of the evening as well.  
I am starting to get excited!! 
 

God’s Great Blessings! 
Catherine LaGrone 
   Director of  
       Children’s Ministry 

 



  
 

 �
 

by   Brian Tarver 
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                                                                  The month of October revolved around one event for 
                                                                  the Youth Group… a Lock-In! 
 
You can always count on a Youth Group to throw a pretty great Lock-In (which is basically an excuse to play 
games, eat lots of food, laugh until your stomach hurts, and of course, stay awake all night.)   
 
This particular night allowed us to determine  
who was the best on roller skates and pitted us  
against one another in a hysterical game of  
Minute To Win It.   
 
Often when I speak of a Lock-In,  
reactions from adults are mostly  
that of pity … for me and the other  
chaperones. But even though these  
events are tiring and long, we enjoy  
spending time bonding with our group  
over what most would call ridiculous.   
Want some examples?  
The pictures say it all. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The Youth were also very helpful in Fall Festival.  It is always great to see our teenagers helping out the children of our 
parish. And I think sometimes they have just as much fun as the little ones. We are so thankful for the Brotherhood of 
Saint Andrews and for their support through Camp Allen scholarships.  Thank you to all who support their ministry. 
 
If you are interested in being involved with the Youth, there are always opportunities.  You can sign up to  
provide the EYC with dinner during Youth Group.  Also, keep an eye out as we will soon start planning for our annual 
Fireside Christmas fundraiser.  And if you are the special kind of person who enjoys Lock-Ins or other events, we can 
always use drivers or chaperons.  
 
Looking forward to November, we are excited.  Some upcoming dates:  
Nov. 5 – ��	���������
���������� — Mystery Youth Event   
Nov. 18-20 – Happening and YES  And of course, we cannot wait for Thanksgiving break! 
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          Hmmmmm ???? 
So what am I? Chopped Liver? 
(translate = Why wasn’t I invited?) 
    

You were invited! 
Remember, you had your 
own party last month. 

See NEXT PAGE for  
“What’s Going On Here?” 

Editor’s Note:  By the way, folks, that’s a real invitation above … so come on out! 
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No, it doesn’t! 
 
I remember when Stewardship Season was to be dreaded and 
endured, something like March in Ohio when you simply had 
to resign yourself to gray slush and more winter, which you 
were really tired of by then, and if it warmed up at all, it only 
meant that the world was made of mud. Yeah, that much fun. 
 
One night after dinner two adult men in suits, who did in fact 
wear hats just like in Mad Men, would ring the doorbell, and 
my parents would send me upstairs to do homework. God for-
bid I should overhear anything about money and the church.  
I put my quarter in my numbered envelope with a picture of 
����������	������� ��!
�	��	� �������"��������	��!�� �� #����
my parents did their best to get these guys out of the house as 
quickly as possible. I’m pretty darned sure they didn’t offer 
them a drink. End of stewardship. Thank God. 
 
Well, haven’t we turned that idea on its head this year?  
It seems all we’re talking about is money. At church! Why 
would that be? (First of all, it’s not all we’re talking about. 
We’re talking more about the kingdom and growing in our 
Christ-likeness.) Maybe because it’s what Jesus talked about 
more than anything besides the kingdom! 
 
We’ve learned a lot about why Jesus talked about money. It’s 
because our tendency to cling to our material possessions is the 
greatest roadblock on our spiritual path. (Do check out the 
book recommendations this month.) 
 
But this year we have exciting new information too. It is called 
generational giving. And it is shaping this year’s pledge drive. 
 
There are five generations of adults alive now: 
 
The Greatest Generation (born before 1925), shaped by the 
Great Depression and World War II, experienced post-war 
prosperity and value teamwork, conformity, hierarchy, fair 
play, and honor. They take religious obligations seriously,  
enjoy building for posterity, and express personal dedication  
to their church by giving generously. 
 
The Silent Generation (born 1925-1942) were young adults 
during the post-war prosperity but chafed under the conformity 
of the Great Generation . They value fair play, tolerance, and 
compromise. They value inter-personal relationships, face-to-
face meetings, give quietly and understand proportionate  
giving. 
 
The Boomers (born 1943-1960) grew up in a Leave It to  
Beaver world and then watched it dissolve in the Viet Nam 
War and the Love Generation of the 1960’s. They searched for 
meaning and many discarded the institutionalized, obedient 
faith of their parents. They are generous in relation to vision, 
not budget and respond poorly to confrontation laden with  
obligation and guilt.  

WHAT IS GOING ON HERE? 
This doesn’t look like my grandfather’s Every Member Canvass! 

Generation X (born 1961-1982) don’t have their parents’ 
baggage around religion because, more often than not, they 
didn’t go to church. They are marrying later and making all 
kinds of commitments later in life than earlier generations. 
Most of them don’t remember not having computers and cell 
phones, and, as they awaken to their spiritual longings are 
open to mystery and ritual. They hold the church to idealistic 
standards and give what they can to mission in the world, not 
just church for the sake of church. 
 
Millenials (born 1983-2005) hold values strikingly similar to 
Generation X. They long for order, hierarchy, and tradition. 
“Their optimism and group-oriented behavior represents a 
sharp break from the alienated cynicism and individual  
entrepreneurship of Gen X.” They yearn for a calm inner 
world as the external world is overwhelming and take  
religious obligations seriously. They expect to be able to give 
electronically as they do not possess checkbooks and do not 
carry cash. 
 
Two things will be different in this year’s pledge drive: 
 
  You are invited to a party with the other parishioners of  
   similar generations. If your spouse belongs to another  
   generation, either pick one or go to both! These are the  
   people who share a world view with you and understand 
   giving and church much as you do. 
 
We are NOT going to guilt you into giving at this party!  
(or anywhere else for that matter.) Come and have fun. 
 
   You will receive a letter from someone in your genera- 
   tion.  Why? To express what this church family means  
   to them and why it is important to them to support the  
   ministries of St. Alban’s with a financial pledge. 
 
We have been talking a great deal about Money and Meaning 
this fall. One of the reasons people go to church is that we are 
all seeking meaning in our lives. How we handle money is 
one way we can access meaning or keep it at bay. 
 
Giving to the missions of St. Alban’s in the form of a pledge 
is a leap of faith for each and every one of us. We belong to 
this great and diverse parish family for the purpose of doing 
Christ’s work in the world. We need the world to be a better 
place because the saints (yes, that’s YOU!) are nourished, 
informed, and equipped by means of the relationships we 
form here and the worship we cherish. 
 
So, no, this is not your grandfather’s  
Every Member Canvass.  
Thanks be to God. Peace and blessings, 

���������  
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             Buda CROP Hunger Walk 2011 
                       November 6th 
             (See page 20 for more information) 
   

 
        
                    
 
 
 
 

            
 
         
 
         
 
 
       
 
 

 

Brochures (available online or in print)  
             Outreach Off the Hill         
                         Outreach On the Hill  

 

COMING SOON /  HOW YOU CAN HELP 

FOR MORE INFORMATION about OUTREACH 

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES 

OUTREACH 
 

    Please continue to make your Amazon purchases  
      by going first to OUR AMAZON STORE  
    (by going to our church website homepage to  
     click on that link there) where all your purchases 
      will help raise money for our various outreach  
      projects — especially our Early Readers Initiative. 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

St. Alban’s HOSTS 
Build Day 

November 19th 
 

$10 builders needed 
$ lunch team members needed 

 
$  $2000 pledged 

The BUILDERS stepped up! 
The COOKS & meal servers stepped up! 
  
Now we need to make sure we reach our 
financial goal to make sure the building  
materials will all be there and paid for. 

�����
������

Please talk to Lisa or  
JoeAnn Wright if you can  
contribute funds to the build. 

Q  Are you really busy? 
      Have you ever wished there was a truly 
meaningful project to which you could make 
a short term commitment to use your skills 
at organizing details? 

A  Have we got a deal for you! 
      We need someone to help take  
  our  Scrip (buying card) project online. 
  No web authoring experience needed. Honest! 
   Please call Jill Binder or Linda Crannell   
              for more information.   
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    Off the Hill  Ministries & Contacts 

Joining teams to help  
build affordable homes  
for low income Austin  
families.  
Contact: JoeAnn Wright  
      or Robert Mann 

OUTREACH 

Reading Initiative to buy 
several books for 1st & 
2nd graders where we  
mentor. Books to own 
themselves to read over 
the summer.  
Contact: Jill Binder 

Saint Alban’s Inmate  
Literacy project trains  
and takes volunteers 
into county correctional  
facilities to tutor inmates.  
Contact: David Polacheck 

Trinity Center is a place 
where many homeless  
“neighbors” find loving 
friendships as well as  
other needed services. 
Contact: John Rouse 

Mentoring 1st and 2nd 
Graders at Menchaca  
Elementary School. 
Contact: Jill Binder 

Assisting arriving refugee 
families with housing and 
other needs. 
Contact:  
    David & Susan Saxon 

Provides meals and more  
for homebound and other  
people in need through  
programs that promote  
dignity and independence.  
Contact: Judy Evans 
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SHARE 
SAVE 

SPEND 

www.heifer.org  

www.thewaterproject.org  

With gifts of livestock and training, we 
help families improve their nutrition and 
generate income in sustainable ways. We 
refer to the animals as "living loans"  
because in exchange for their livestock and 
training, families agree to give one of its 
animal's offspring to another family in 
need. It's called Passing on the Gift – a  
cornerstone of our mission that creates an 
ever-expanding network of hope and peace.  

St. Alban’s Account 
www.stalbansaustin.org/AMAZON_STORE.htm 

with 

Celebrating Christmas by giving gifts to our friends and loved 
ones can be a wonderful opportunity to align our spending with our  
Christian values. Giving the gift of contributions to such projects  
(see below) as Heifer International or The Water Project can let  
them know we honor their values also.  And buying almost any more  
conventional gift can be done at Amazon through our own associates 
account — thereby sharing with St. Alban’s a portion of what we 
spend.  Finally, store gift cards purchased from the Scrip program 
does it all!  Saves money with discounts from participating vendors 
and returns a percentage to St. Alban’s for our Outreach projects. 

The Christmas Gifts you buy can help raise money  
for St. Alban’s Outreach & other projects.  

Just buy through Amazon by going first to our  
link below or from the link on our homepage. 

  You may have heard (mostly by word-of-mouth) about 
   how you can get store cash cards … to give or use yourself  
                                                … that return to the church  
                                                 a portion of what you spend.   
                                                 Many give huge discounts also!  
                                                 There are currently over 300 
                                                 local vendors participating. 
                                                  
                                                Right now, you need to call Lisa 
                                                to find out who those vendors 
   are and to order the cards you want. But, as you saw on our  
   Outreach page, we are hoping to soon be able to let you 
   select and order cards online, or print them yourself! 



 
Diocese of Texas Confronts  
Devastating Fires 

by David Downing 
      St. Alban’s Vibrant Stewardship Committee 
 
This spotlight will change every month to 
inform you about the innumerable missions 
we are already supporting throughout the 
Espiscopal Church and the worldwide  
Anglican Communion. FIRE REPORTED TO BE 34,00 ACRES, SEEN FROM SPACE  
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http://www.epicenter.org/article/diocese-of-texas-confronts-
devastating-fires 

CAMP ALLEN HELPS FIREFIGHTERS AS FIRES RAGE  
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http://www.epicenter.org/article/update-camp-allen-helps-
firefighers-as-fires-rage-just-miles-away 

DONATE TO COMMUNITIES DESTROYED BY WILDFIRES  
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You may donate to the wildfire relief effort by going to St. Alban’s homepage and clicking on E-Giving & wildfire relief . 
 

     DID YOU KNOW? 

 
That when you give to  

St. Alban’s your  money 

helps people in need all  

over  the wor ld? 

12 
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the bonds of 

and TRADITION 

From the catacombs of the earliest church 
to our “church on the hill” in Austin, Texas 
is a very long history. And that history, often 
embodied only in our traditions, is the vehicle  
through which the telling of the Gospel has been  
been accomplished. 
 
This past summer, while the Almanac took a little 
hiatus from publication, there was time to research  
some of the history of St. Alban’s itself.  While the  
broad subject of church history may seem a little 
dry and intimidating, discovering more of our own  
“roots” can help us realize our connection to the  
larger Body of Christ — through both time and distance. 
And it can be fun! 
 
We hope to continue with a series of articles in each 
issue of the Almanac — supplemented with online  
material when that medium seems most appropriate. 
We will need the thoughtful help of many of you  
to recapture some of our church history that may  
otherwise be lost. And your feedback will not only 
be welcomed but needed and very much appreciated. 
 
Linda Crannell 
Almanac Editor 

CHURCH 

        http://stalbansaustin.org/KNEELERS.htm  
 
We began with the online publication of the page 
shown above.  It is an inter-active page where you 
can click to view a close up of each kneeling cush-
ion and learn who made it. (That would obviously 
have taken up many, many pages in print.) 
 
That project began when Jerry Inman casually 
mentioned that nobody seemed to realize just what 
they were kneeling on when they took communion 
each Sunday.  Shortly after the publication of that 
story, Sandra Smith contacted us to say there were 
even more kneeling cushions!  [They were made 
by members of St. Alban’s while they were still 
meeting in the beer hall (that’s right!) and antici-
pating moving into the new church building we 
now enjoy.] 
 
It turns out they were just temporarily missing in 
action, and while the covers had been stitched 
they have never yet been made into cushions.  
   (You can now view those here on the next page.)   
 
But there was more to the story.  Sandra recalled 
that the Diocese requested that each parish in the 
diocese stitch a kneeler for the cathedral church in 
Houston.  Every church was to be represented 
whenever people prayed there.  When we inquired 
about those kneelers someone else came forward 
to help us strengthen our connection to the rest of 
The Church. 
                                                              Cont’d > 

When we asked Carol Barnwell, 
Communicator for the Diocese of 
Texas, if she could find out more 
for us about the kneelers made by 
the parishes for the cathedral,  
we didn’t really think she would  
personally go crawling around on 
her hands and knees throughout 
the church to find our cushion. 
But she did!  (And told us that it  
nearly the last one she found.) 
Many Thanks! 

Christ Church Cathedral 
Houston, TX 

Photos courtesy of  Carol Barnwell 

the bonds of 

and TRADITION 

CHURCH 
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Cont’d 
                        ABOUT THOSE MYSTERY KNEELERS … 
                                Now you can see them for the first time! 
          Just return to www.stalbansaustin.org/KNEELERS.htm to see them enlarged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We don’t know the names of those who stitched them or what their titles were.  If you have any information 
please contact us so we can share it here in and on the website.  As we have already seen, it takes many of  
us working cooperatively to share what we recall in order to pull together and preserve our history. 

Next issue we will feature information about the buildings in which our congregation has met. 
Yes, one of them really was a beer hall). (And we say congregation instead or parish because St. Alban’s 
was not always a parish but was first a mission.)    

Q  Do you know what St. Alban’s name almost was?  (answer on back cover) 

Wonder what the gas mileage was on that ark? 

One of my favorite sources for these articles about the  
History of St. Alban’s will be the 25th anniversary album 
(cover shown to the left) that was prepared by  
Jack Shirley. 
 
Another source will be the biography our founding priest, 
HOW HE PRIESTED: The Story of Malcolm P. Riker.  
Written by Martha Smith, it is a wealth of details (that I 
will dig through!) as memorable anecdotes that will be  
both fascinating and fun. 
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The SILENT AUCTION  
required much careful checking out  

& raised $1375  … and still counting! 
(as we went to press) 

The FOOD 
   was          

��
��
��
0�
6�
7�
�

����

 Visiting was some of the most fun … 
   especially when it required talking  
     with our hands! The Pumpkin Patch 

provided many a great  
PHOTO OP! 

The  
CRAFT TABLE 

Was 
The Best! 

COSTUMES! 

FACE 
 

P 
A 
I 
N 
T 
I  
N 
G 

HALLOWEEN HAIR 
STYLES! 
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Once again, our children lead the way 
in showing us how to share. Here we 
caught them sharing friendship, love,  
compassion and helpfulness to another  
child who was recovering from surgery. 
(And she shared the gift of allowing  
friends the joy of supporting her.) And  
it took courage to stand up before the  
whole congregation to share insights 
about the story of Zacchaeus. Finally, 
we really appreciate it when someone  
steps up to participate in leading us in  
worship as an acolyte.  We are really 
grateful and proud of all of them!  

 

We do not publish names of our youngsters for security reasons, but we 
know who you are!  (And we hope you know how much we love you!) 
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BIG NEWS! 
HAPPY NEWS! 

Catherine, Riley & June 
Have a New Baby! 

MORE ... 

Happy Arrival!  
   … after some initial  
         second thoughts … > 

Auntie Annie arrives … 
      to check fingers and toes ….   even before the ink dries! So THAT’s  

   what she  
   looks like! 

GOOD WORK! 
17 

Guess this means we get to keep her! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BOOKS WEBSITES 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM THE RECTOR 
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Rambam's Ladder: A Meditation on  
Generosity and Why It Is Necessary to Give  
by Julie Salamon 
 
How do we become better people?  
Through helping others.  
Nearly a thousand years  
ago the Jewish philosopher  
and physician Rabbi Moses  
ben Maimon, known to the  
Greeks as Maimonides and  
to Hebrew scholars as Rambam,  
gave much thought to righteousness. Out of his  
philosophical exploration came what is known as 
the Ladder of Charity, an elegantly simple half-page 
of wisdom spelling out the eight steps of giving.  
 
Written with compassion and common sense, the 
rules are as vital today as they were in the 12th  
century.  Julie Salamon, the bestselling author and 
New York Times culture writer, makes the 1,000-
year-old wisdom come alive in Rambam's Ladder,  
a short, inspirational book that motivates every read-
er to get a toehold on the ladder and start climbing, 
from the bottom rung--to give begrudgingly, as we 
often will to a panhandler--to the top, where the gift 
is such that the receiver becomes self-reliant. 
                                         (from Amazon review) 
 
It's All Too Much: An Easy Plan 
for Living a Richer Life with Less Stuff  
by Peter Walsh 
 
Just as the rich man may or may not 
have realized when Jesus offered him 
eternal life if only he’d get rid of his 
stuff and come follow him, our stuff  
is a spiritual issue. While I don’t believe that every 
one of us is called to sell all we have and give the 
proceeds to the poor, I do believe that too much 
stuff, especially clutter, can keep us from living our 
best lives. Walsh, who has a TV show on the Oprah 
Network, offers encouragement as to how to reclaim 
the energy that clutter robs us of. I know I’m not 
there yet, but I’m better, thank you.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH_eqDwTDRY 
  (or go to www.youtube.com and enter title as above) 
 
Narayanan Krishnan was a chef at a 5-star hotel 
whose change of heart has served the destitute  
of his town in India. This is a picture of pure  
giving. 

http://www.csec.org/csec/sermon/chittister_4513.htm 
 
A lovely piece by Sister Joan on the role of 
prayer in our hectic lives. 30 Good Minutes  
is a website where many spiritual leaders post 
sermons and are interviewed. It is a rich  
resource for spiritual nurture.  
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from Tony  
         Garcia 

THE FISHER KING 
 
See Robin Williams in his brilliant acting  
debut as a homeless man seeking the Holy 
Grail in New York City. Directed by Terry 
Gilliam (Monty Python member) and co-
starring Jeff Bridges, Amanda Plummer, and 
Mercedes Ruehl, this film will have you roll-
ing with laughter and crying over beautiful 
scenes about love and grace. 

COMING Sunday November 6th at 6:00PM 
to The Parlor at St. Alban’s Parish Life Center 

 
To reach our goal to provide 60 Thanksgiving 

Care Packages to El Buen Samaritano this year 
we'll need to gather 60 times the following  

non-perishible items: 
 

EACH CARE PACKAGE 
contains  

2 boxes of mashed potatoes  
2 packets of whole grain biscuit mix  

5 16-oz. cans of vegetables  
2 16-oz. cans of cranberry sauce  

1 packet of gravy mix 

Note: You do not need to assemble a package yourself but can 
bring the items to the church for later sorting and packing.  
 
                                 DEADLINE 



 

NOV 27th 
5PM 

DEC 4th 
5PM 

DEC 11th 
5PM 

 
Don’t  Forget 

To Invite  
Your Friends 

Saturday, November 5, 2011 
9:30A.M-12:00P.M. 

 
Menchaca Elementary School 

    12120 Manchaca Rd. 

St. Alban’s 3rd Annual  

Blessing of the Animals  

 Fund Raiser for the First Grade Readers’ Initiative 

20 

   

   

  
          
 
 
         
 
 

            Buda CROP Hunger Walk 2011 
                      November 6th 
   

Help us to walk to stamp out hunger  
at the CROP Walk  

  
  Sunday, Nov. 6th.   2PM  

Location: Outdoor Pavilion of  
Hays Communities Family Branch/YMCA 

 465 Buda Sportsplex Drive   
 

        25% of proceeds to benefit  
          Hays County Food Bank  

 
Contact:  kathyluckett@yahoo.com 

 
Don’t  Forget 

To Invite  
Your Friends 
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Office Closed 

   THANKSGIVING 

  (at Menchaca 
  Elementary School) 

 
 

 
ADVENT CONCERTS 

 
Sunday, November 27, 2011, 5:00 PM 
Tom Echols, Classical Guitarist 

 
Sunday, December 4, 2011, 5:00 PM 

David Means, pianist and singer 
(traditional sacred and secular Christmas music) 

 
Sunday, December 11, 2011, 5:00 PM 

Messiah by G.F. Handel 

Commissioning 
of new C.O.H. 

Baptism & 

  DST ends 

Bishop’s Evangelism Conf. 

       YES/HAPPENING 

Return Sun 
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
11819 IH 35 South (physical) 

Austin, TX 78747 
 

P.O. Box 368 (mailing) 
Manchaca, TX 78652 

 
Fax (512)282-6419 

Phone (512)282-5631 

 
Website    

http://www.stalbansaustin.org  
 

Email: lisa@stalbansaustin.org 
Email: margaret@stalbansaustin.org 

 
ALMANAC Editor 

Linda Crannell 
Email: linda@stalbansaustin.org 

[Your feedback and suggestions are welcomed.] 

Our Vision:  With God’s help, St. Alban’s embraces the growth of our community as we invite and welcome all fellow 
seekers to come and worship with us.  We offer a variety of opportunities for spiritual growth and diverse worship  
experiences, and we actively share our faith in Christ with others through service, outreach and fellowship. 
Our Mission:  We seek transformation of lives through sharing the gifts of God’s grace and love. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
 

Photos absolutely are what make the Almanac pages shine with the spirit on our hill! 
 %&���������������	��'����������
��������(��	���	� ������� ����������)���	�������	���  
sometimes chaotic process of putting the Almanac together to always keep the sources 
straight.) But we are grateful to all of you.  So THANK YOU to those who took the  
pictures appearing in this issue … with apologies to some because we have lost track of 
who sent in which pictures! 
 
 Parish Family News & Tidbits:  
            (children’s photos) Melissa McRoy Shearer, Karen Polacheck, Nelson Smith 
                and many more who are not individually identified on facebook posts 
            Fall Harvest Festival: Julie Guthrie, Annie Downing, Lyssa Williford 
            Baby Claire Is Here!:  Annie Downing, the LaGrones, and oodles of others! 

Q  Do you know what St. Alban’s name almost was?   

A   St. Alban’s was first intended to be called St. Francis of the Hills!  
                 (or something close to that — more about this next month)   


