
THE ALMANAC 
 

  St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Monthly Newsletter                                                                      SEPTEMBER  2011 

Codex Sinaiticus is one of the most important books in the world. Handwritten well over 1600 years ago, the manuscript contains 
the Christian Bible in Greek, including the oldest complete copy of the New Testament. The Codex Sinaiticus Project is an interna-
tional collaboration to reunite the entire manuscript in digital form and make it accessible to a global audience for the first time.  

Guttenberg Bible 1450s 

I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up …  
                                         Acts 20:32  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Rector’s Notes                                               

Peace and blessings, 

���������  
 

 
But you know I’ve always been passionate about 
stewardship, and we have been doing stewardship 
exceptionally well at St. Alban’s in recent years.  
Not only have most members of this parish 
pledged generously to the ministries of our parish, 
both those on the hill and to an increasing extent, 
those off the hill, but our outreach impact on the 
community has increased exponentially in the last 
couple of years. We are the Little Engine that 
Could of churches. 
 
But talk about money? No thank you.  
Money changers in the temple and all that… 
 
…until I met Chick Lane and the leadership team  
of the Vibrant Stewardship Project at Luther  
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. Allen Evans and  
I have had the privilege of spending two weekends 
with them, and they’ll be coming to visit us some-
time soon as we are one of only seven churches in 
the US to have been chosen to participate in this 
research project. Also our Vibrant Stewardship 
Commission has been working hard to create some 
very interesting experiments, which you will see 
soon. 
 
Stewardship is above all a spiritual issue, but the 
thing is we think there is some sort of division be-
tween what is spiritual and things that are  – what? 
practical? Au contraire! We have learned in some 
lively and eye-opening conversations that every-
thing we do with what we have been given is spir-
itual. Actually, there is nothing that is not spiritual. 
How we live our lives is spiritual. And that is 
probably why Jesus talked more about money than 
he did anything else besides the kingdom of God. 
And when you stop to think about it, the kingdom 
of God is all about the equitable distribution of 
God’s gifts to all God’s children. 
 

A year ago I would rather have had a root canal than talk about money.  
Double that for talking about money in church.  

 
I’ve discovered, to my great surprise, that I’m  
excited to be talking about money.  
 
Now please hear me:    THIS IS NOT ABOUT 
TRYING TO PRY YOUR MONEY OUT OF 
YOUR HANDS! 
 
No, it is about helping all of us get over our hang-
ups about money, our fears and anxieties and the old 
scripts we carry around with us: that we will never 
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It is also about helping us to learn tools for handling 
our money well and for teaching our young people 
early not to be ruled by the marketplace. 
 
Why did Jesus talk about money so much? Because 
our preoccupation with it is the greatest obstacle to 
living our fullest and most joy-filled lives. It’s not 
������������������������������
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we don’t take it seriously enough. 
 
This fall we will be offering the Share, Save, Spend 
curriculum in a variety of venues to parishioners of 
all ages. I urge you to join one of the groups. It is all 
about peace and liberation and freeing yourself to 
enjoy your life and your relationship with God. We 
will also be offering a four-session class in Financial 
Sanity for high school and college-age youth and 
Financial Peace University after the first of the year.  
 
I think you are going to find that all this money talk 
is liberating, and that it truly does remove a big  
obstacle in our spiritual growth. So…let’s talk! 
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What a great summer we have had!! Even with the triple-digit 
weather, the kids of St. Alban’s have had a great time this season 
sharing fun and fellowship and continuing to learn and live in the 
ways of Christ. 
 
Here’s what we’ve been doing: 
 
Summer Sunday School 
This summer, we continued meeting each week during education hour for a combined age-group Sunday School Class. Kids 
from age 4 to 6th grade joined together and explored the scripture in new and exciting ways with games, themed snacks, and 
crafts that brought God’s word to life. I would like to say a big “thank you” to all the teachers and parent-helpers who made it 
possible to continue our meetings through the long, hot summer. We had a great time! 
 
Vacation Bible School 
This July we had a FABULOUS time at our “Shake it Up Café” VBS.  
With 28 children participating, 10 Youth helpers, and 20 adult volunteers,  
plus countless donations of materials and money from our members,  
this was truly a week filled with God’s love.  
 
The children spent time doing all kinds of fun activities while learning  
about God’s “recipe” for living. Our Thursday night family and friends  
Ice Cream Social was a huge success. We all stuffed ourselves with cool  
treats and enjoyed great fellowship while the children showed off what  
they had been doing during the week. A great time was had by all and  
I can’t thank our members enough for the outpouring of support this vital  
ministry received. If you were a part of this wonderful event, please  
consider sharing your experience with others. If you weren’t, please  
consider asking someone who was to tell their stories. We would love  
to have even more involvement next year!! 

 

 

 

cont’d 
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On the Horizon 
 
Fall Sunday School 
This fall our children will again be split into three groups  
with special curriculum appropriate to their age level.  
All children will meet at 10:15am in the following groups: 
  
  Godly Play for Ages 4-Kindergarten 
 Godly Play is a Montessori-like sacred curriculum for young children 
  
   Kingdom Kids for 1st-3rd Graders  
 These children will be using “Living the Good News” 
  a lectionary-based curriculum with activities for a variety of learning styles. 
 
   Faith Explorers for 4th-6th Graders 
  (Our “Tweens” will be using the same formation curriculum as the youth and adults of our congregation,  
  but appropriate to their age group.)    
  “Share, Save, Spend” explores money and meaning and teaches our children and young people that our theology can 
  help us make good choices in our consumerist culture. This series will run from Sept 18th- Nov 13th. 
 
We are in GREAT NEED of additional Sunday School teachers. If you are at all interested in helping out with any of these  
age groups, please contact Catherine at any time to sign up, or just to discuss the possibility. You will be amazed at the joy  
and transformation working with our young people can give you!!  
 

 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to all of our current teachers and assistants! You make a HUGE difference in the lives of the children  
here at St. Alban’s. May you be richly blessed as you have blessed us!  
 
 

Sunday School Rally Day 
Our Children’s Fall Sunday School Kick-Off event 
was on August the 21st and we had a wonderful time 
“Finding our True Treasure” as we “Dove Back into 
Sunday School!” Children, Youth, and adults alike 
had fun playing games, singing, doing crafts, eating 
blue jello, going on an exciting Treasure Hunt, and 
learning about our “true treasure”, God’s love. We 
got ready to start the Sunday school year with a 
splash and then joined the congregation to get ready 
for the regular school year with a backpack blessing 
during the 11:15am service. Thanks to everyone who 
volunteered and/or donated supplies to make this 
event one to remember! 
 

cont’d 

Please keep in mind that all people who wish to work with children in any capacity at St. Alban’s must be trained in Safeguarding 
God’s Children. Sylvia Evans will be offering training courses on Saturday, Sept 10th from 9am-12pm or Sunday, Sept 18th 
from 1pm-4pm. Please contact Sylvia or Catherine to get signed up!  

cont’d 
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Our Fall Festival will be held on Saturday, October 22nd from 5pm-8pm.  
 
Our wonderful Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s group  
will be holding a dinner and a silent auction starting  
at 6pm to benefit children and youth Camp Allen  
scholarships. The children will be celebrating the season  
with carnival games, face painting, a costume contest,  
and a bounce house. Please join us and invite your friends  
and neighbors for some great fall fun!  
 
Lisa Pérez and Karen Fussell will be helping out with this event  
and I know they could use some extra hands. If you are able to  
volunteer and/or provide prizes and other materials,  
please contact me to set that up.  
Thank you! 
 

cont’d 

On a personal note…. 
 
Some of you may have noticed that I am carrying a little extra 
weight around these days. Our second baby girl is supposed to 
arrive sometime in mid-October. This means that I will need 
extra help with Children’s Ministry for a few weeks this fall.  
 
We have a great team of teachers and helpers that I know will 
pick up the slack, and for that I am immensely grateful. If any 
of you feel called to make that more official by volunteering to 
fill in for me for a few weeks, that would be an incredible  
blessing to me and my family.  
 
This person would make sure the Sunday School Schedule was 
filled, coordinate volunteers to do Children’s Chapel during the 
9am and 11:15am services, and generally fill in the gaps during 
my maternity leave.  
 
Please get in touch with me by phone 214-236-1522 or e-mail 
Catherine@stalbansaustin.org if you think this might be some-
thing God is calling you to do.  
 
THANK YOU and God Bless You!!! 

 
Can we talk? 
H-E-L-P !!! 



  
 

 �
 

by   Brian Tarver 
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 Mission Trip to Newport, Tennessee  
 On June 25, sixteen teenagers and four adults 
 loaded into two twelve- passenger vans and  
 headed off down I-35.  For most of the Youth,  
 it was their first mission trip experience.   
 
 After 2 days of traveling and 1800 miles,  
 we arrived in Newport ready to serve — and  
 ready to have leg room again! We partnered  
 with Youthworks and two other Youth Groups  
 for our week of work in an under-privileged  
 community in Eastern Tennessee. After being 

split into several groups, we went out into the community serving people 
in a variety of ways.   
 
Kids Club was a chance for our Youth to help provide a safe and fun 
environment for the local children.  Our Youth were so amazing work-
ing with the children.  Through bible stories, reading time, or just play-
ing games, the connections and relationships will be hard to forget.  It 
was also a very eye opening experience to learn some of the stories from 
the kids we were there to serve. 
 
We were also put to work! Painting, hauling, yard work, and more.  
It is usually a difficult task to put teenagers to work, but our group was 
joyfully hardworking.  Many of our Youth were able to form relation-
ships with the community members they were serving. Some other  
opportunities for service in Newport included working in a thrift store 
called God’s Storehouse and visiting a local nursing home.  
  
The week was not all hard work.  A bluegrass concert, a hike in the 
mountains, and a cookout with the community helped to make our week 
a blast.  Our wonderful teenagers made this week incredible and are 
capable of showing anyone how to have a good time.  So it was time to 
pile into the vans once more and make the long trip back to Austin.  The 
ride was filled with laughs and the retelling of stories.   
 
I would like to thank all the Youth and their parents.  We are blessed to 
have such a wonderful Youth Group.  Our Youth were terrific and I 
could not ask for more caring and loving teenagers.  I would also like to 
thank our wonderful parish for the love, prayers, and tremendous sup-
port.  The care packages that were donated were much appreciated and 
we cannot thank you enough for sharing with us in this experience.  
Most of all, I would like to thank Annie Downing, Christy Orendorff, 
and Anna Tarver for daring to spend a week corralling teenagers and 
traveling across the country with us. 
 
The rest of the summer with the St Alban’s EYC seemed so short.   
With swimming, bowling, helping with VBS, summer camp at  
Camp Allen, and Diocesan retreats, these few months have flown  
by.  As school begins, we are excited about all that is coming up in our 
fall schedule.    
 
 
 
 

Upcoming events: 
 
Game Night on September 7th at 6pm 
Begin Share, Save, Spend Curriculum on September 18th 
Lock-In on Saturday, October 1st at 6pm 

See Next Page for VIDEO Preview!    cont’d >>> 



  
 

 �
 

by   Brian Tarver 
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If you would like to be more involved with St. Alban’s EYC, email brian@stalbansaustin.org  
… or sign up to provide the EYC with dinner some Sunday evening!  (Yummmm!) 

cont’d 

“I saw God everywhere this week.” 

“Thank you for letting us go on this trip.” 
“I want to thank everyone who donated money and supported us. “This experience was really great!” 
“Thank you for the care packages and all the love and support.” 

If you missed the video presentation that our 
EYC group gave to the parish upon their return 
from their mission trip to Tennessee — now you 
have a second chance!   
 
It is not easy to capture pictures of these youth in 
their quiet, reflective moments. That’s because 
they are full of energy and youthful exuberance 
and when you put a camera in front of them … 
you get funny “mug shots!”  (And there are  
plenty of these in the video.) 
 
But the one-on-one interviews that Brian and the 
rest of the youth group leaders tape recorded as a 
summation of this mission experience are really 
moving. Here are some of the things they had to 
say about their insights from the trip. 
 
“I found out it feels really good to help people … 
people that need help.  It makes us feel good  
inside.” / “I realized that I am very blessed.” / 
“I learned that it is very powerful and touching 
to see the Holy Spirit moving through people.” / 
“It gave us time to think about God and not other 
distractions.” 

NOTICE 
 

   This is a fairly long video. (10 Minutes +)  
    so it will likely take much longer than usual 
   (perhaps 2 minutes or more) to download from  
   the internet. But we think you will find it well  
   worth the wait. 

http://stalbansaustin.org/EYC_MissionTrip_TN.m4v 
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      St. Alban’s Outreach Team  
           
           has prepared two beautiful brochures 
 
 
  Outreach Off the Hill  
              
              Outreach On the Hill 
 
            which you can now find online 
            by going to our the homepage 
            on our website & clicking on the 
            “Outreach” link 
             

 

COMING SOON /  HOW YOU CAN HELP 

FOR MORE INFORMATION about OUTREACH 

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES 

OUTREACH 
 

 

 Please continue to make your Amazon purchases  
 by going first to OUR AMAZON STORE  
 (or by going to our church website homepage to  
 click on that link there) where all your purchases 
 will help raise money for our various outreach  
 projects — especially our 1st Grade Readers Initiative. 

      18 Congregations  
         JOIN TOGETHER 
                                                                TO BUILD 
                                                                     Homes for 2 Families 

Join the St. Alban’s Team 
 
— Help Build on Site (no experience needed)  
      any one or all Saturdays from Sept 10th—Dec 10th 
 
— Come help out on NOVEMBER 19th when  
                      ST. ALBAN’S HOSTS  
 We need 10 builder/helpers that day. 
 
 
— Sign up to Cook and/or Serve Lunch on November 19th 
 
— Donate toward the $2,000 St. Alban’s will contribute 
       toward expenses of the build 
 
 
 
  
  
            TALK TO ANYONE WHO HAS TAKEN PART IN  
       ANY OF OUR PAST 2 HABITAT BUILDS 
    (You won’t want to miss this wonderful experience!) 
  

 
 
Our Kids Hope USA Mentoring  
will begin at Menchaca Elementary 
School late in September or  
early in October.  
 
            
 — Be a Mentor 
             — Be a Prayer Partner  
 
For more information, contact Jill Binder or to sign up, 
fill out a form on the table in the Parish Life Center 

   There are signup sheets as you enter the  
   Parish Life Center or you may contact  
   JoeAnn Wright or Robert Mann. 



 

  St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Monthly Newsletter                                                                        SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

 

    Off the Hill  Ministries & Contacts 

Joining teams to help  
build affordable homes  
for low income Austin  
families.  
Contact: JoeAnn Wright  
      or Robert Mann 

OUTREACH 

Reading Initiative to buy 
several books for 1st & 
2nd graders where we  
mentor. Books to own 
themselves to read over 
the summer.  
Contact: Jill Binder 

Saint Alban’s Inmate  
Literacy project trains  
and takes volunteers 
into county correctional  
facilities to tutor inmates.  
Contact: David Polacheck 

Trinity Center is a place 
where many homeless  
“neighbors” find loving 
friendships as well as  
other needed services. 
Contact: John Rouse 

Mentoring 1st and 2nd 
Graders at Menchaca  
Elementary School. 
Contact: Jill Binder 

Assisting arriving refugee 
families with housing and 
other needs. 
Contact:  
    David & Susan Saxon 

Provides meals and more  
for homebound and other  
people in need through  
programs that promote  
dignity and independence.  
Contact: Judy Evans 
 

THANK YOU NOTES 
from these wonderful first-graders who received books  

through our Reading Initiative 

The First Grade Summer 
Reading Initiative was a  
huge success. (Or so say  
these  little readers and  
writers.)   
 
Some of their notes were  
works of art. Some were 
more simple and direct. 
And some were written  
in Spanish. But all of them 
spoke words from their  
hearts! 
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                      Community of Hope 
                    Fall Training Schedule  
 
    Saturday, September 24th, 8:30am-3:00pm     
    Thursday, September 29th, 6:30-9:30pm    
    Saturday, Oct. 1st, 9:00-3:00pm    
    Thursday, Oct. 6th, 6:30-9:30pm   
    Thursday, Oct. 13th, 6:30-9:30pm   
    Thursday, Oct. 20th, 6:30-9:30pm   
    Saturday, Oct. 29th, 9:00am-1:00pm  
              (with lunch reception)  
    Sunday, Nov. 6th, Commissioning Ceremony  
                         (at the 11:15 Service) 
 

COMMUNITY 
Of 

HOPE 

The cost of the training is $50.00, which includes all training materials.   
Food is provided by the St. Alban's Community of Hope Lay Chaplains.  
To register or for more information, contact Sue Shirley, 444-8979 or email her at jasu1@sbcglobal.net.   

10 

                          TO LEARN MORE 
 
Information packets about this training can be 
found in the church foyer or online —  
                                    by 
     going online to St. Alban’s homepage at 
                  www.stalbansaustin.org 
       and clicking on the “Server Information” link 
          (at the bottom of the left side column) 

               Community of Hope  
                    Training Session  
               (starting in September, 2011)   
 
The training to become a Lay Chaplain is made up of 
14 modules, which include the following:  
 
Benedictine Spirituality 
Theology of Pastoral Care 
Listening Skills 
Prayer 
Christian Meditation and Silence 
Discovering Spiritual Gifts 
The Pastoral Visit  
Boundaries and Pastoral Identity 
Understanding Family Systems 
Grief, Death and Loss 
Confidentiality 
Care for the Caregiver 
Debriefing Techniques  
Discernment of Ministry   
 
The training also includes actual hands-on pastoral 
visitation with a licensed and commissioned Lay 
Chaplain as a mentor.   
 
If, after the training is completed, you feel called to 
this ministry, you may be commissioned. Taking the 
training does not obligate you to be commissioned. 

Lay Chaplains serve under the direction and 
guidance of the Rector in any setting where 
adults, youth, or children are sick, in crisis, at 
risk, or underserved, especially the poor, home-
less, those in prison and the elderly. After train-
ing, all Commissioned Lay Chaplains become 
part of the Circle of Care where the ongoing life 
of the Community of Hope is sustained through  
regular gatherings.  We pray, worship, study,  
engage in "Holy Leisure", and oh yes, we eat. 
Food for each session is provided by the  
Community of Hope Lay Chaplains. Circle of 
Care provides continuing education, quiet days, 
retreats and shared gatherings with Lay Chaplains 
from other centers in the area.  In Circle of Care, 
we continue to strengthen our spirituality and the 
bond of community.  
 
The first training session will be held on  
Saturday, September 24, 2011.  All subsequent 
sessions will be held weekly on Thursday  
evenings and two more Saturdays , for a total of  
7 weeks.  The last session will be Saturday,  
October 29th.    
 
After you sign up, you will receive a call and will be  
provided with additional information. In the meantime,  
if you have questions or to register, please contact  Sue 
Shirley, or look online or find information on the table  
in the Parish Life Center. 
 
In order to have time to prepare and order all the  
materials, we are asking that you register by  
September 7th.   
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Safeguarding God's Children  
is the program by which we  
try to assure that children are  
safe at St. Alban's.  
 
Because nothing is more important to us, it is 
time to regain control over who has access to  
our building.  
 
Over the years many people have been given  
keys and security codes, and the vestry has  
voted to re-key all lockable doors and to re-set 
all security codes. New keys and codes will be 
distributed to people who need them after  
September 20. Please let Lisa know if you will 
need a key and/or code.  
 
In order to have a key and/or code, you must  
have current certification in Safeguarding All 
God's Children on file in the office.  
 
Certification is good for five years. Lisa and  
Sylvia both have records of who is current,  
so you may check with them 
 
To make it convenient to those who need training 
or retraining, Sylvia Evans will be offering SGC 
on Saturday, September 10 from 9:00-noon and 
on Sunday, September 18 from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  
 
In addition to anyone who has access to a key or 
code, everyone who deals with children and youth 
must be certified. 

���������	
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SGC 
Certified 
   = access 
to key or code 
when 
necessary 

 NO SGC 
Certification 
   =  NO Key 
         or 
       Code 
 (after Sept 20th!) 
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With all the visitors and new members coming  
to St. Alban’s we want to make sure they feel  
welcomed every Sunday. So please wear your  
nametag to coffee hour.  
 
Don’t be shy!  Wearing the nametag is not a sign  
���������
�����������	�������
��������������������  
It’s easy. Just pick your nametag off the board 
when you enter or leave Sunday services, wear it 
to our coffee hour, and leave it in the basket by  
the door of the Parish Life Center on your way out. 
 
If you don’t currently have a nametag, just ask Lisa 
to print you one.  Thanks!   
 

 
Pet Blessing Extravaganza  

 
 
Save the date!  
Our Pet Blessing  
Extravaganza will be   
 
Saturday, November 5 
(9:30AM - 12:00 Noon)  
 
Menchaca Elementary  
            School  
 
Exciting details will be 
forthcoming soon. 
 
Katherine Muhlenbruch will be chairing the event, 
so please sign up to help at her table at the  
Ministry Fair on September 11. 

YOUR NAME 
HERE 

���������  



 

  St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Monthly Newsletter                                                                        SEPTEMBER 2011 

12 

Own Our Story! 

One of the revelations of the survey so many of you responded to as part of the Vibrant Stewardship Project 
survey is that many of us do not feel as if we know the essential biblical narrative as well as we’d like to  
and that most of us do not know how to use it as an interpretive tool for making the most important  
decisions in our lives. 

That is why we are participating in an experiment we are calling the “Own Our Story Initiative.” 

Here is how it works. 

During the time we are offering the Share, Save, Spend classes  
we will begin studying the basics of our biblical story.  
In Sunday worship we will be following the  
Narrative Lectionary.  
 

That means that one lesson a week, every week from September through May, we will follow the  
trajectory of the narrative arc of the Bible, beginning in Genesis and ending with Revelation.  
Obviously we cannot read the whole Bible in that time, but we will hit the high points,  
and all sermons will deal with the lesson that is pertinent to that arc. 

Also, from September 18 through November 13 every Sunday, every week we will have “Own Our Story” 
books available to take home with you. 

Each book will contain: 

 �  one Bible story written in accessible language  
 �  questions for using the story to interpret our lives 
      (especially our decisions as to how to use  
       the resources God has blessed us with) 
 �  space for you and your family to offer some  
       sort of creative response to the story 
 
That will mean perhaps  
a picture drawn by a child,  
a poem written by one of you,  
a magazine clipping or a photograph  
that represents the meaning of the story. 

You will take a book home on Sunday and bring it back the next Sunday  
to give it to the next person on the list.  But before you do,  
you will tell that person the story in your own words. 

I promise, you will never forget this Bible story, and it will forever be a meaningful part of your life. 

On September 18 a special guest will introduce this process in both services. You will not want to miss this 
presentation. 

Narrative Lectionary  

OWN 
OUR 

STORY 
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                                                             How cool are you with money?   You can be cooler.    And happier for it. 

                                                              Please join one of the classes that will be exploring the Share, Save, Spend  
                                                              curriculum this fall from September 18-November 13. Where do you belong? 

                                                           If you are age 8 through 6th grade, join the Tweens’ class in the Tweens’ Room. 

                                  If you are grades 7-12 join the youth group in the Youth Room. 

If you are a young adult (college age until… 
well, we’ll tell you if you are too old),  
join Michael Bishop in the Upper Room. 

If you are a more mature adult  
(or got kicked out of the young adult group), 
 join Margaret in the Parlor. 

All classes meet from 10:15 until 11:00 on Sunday mornings,  
September 18-November 13.  
Trust us, you will be richer for the experience! 

       Imagine a picture of Jesus made up of thousands of  
       photographs taken by us in the years 2010 and 2011,  
       pictures of St. Alban’s people and activities. Pictures  
       of how we have offered ourselves to be the embodiment  

                                        of God’s love for the world.  
 
Please send the photos you already have to Brian Tarver at brian@stalbansaustin.org, and bring your cameras 
and smartphones to church and keep clicking away. We will unveil the new icon on the kick-off day of our 
fall pledge drive, Sunday, October 18. 
 
The living body of Christ is made up of each and every one of us with  
all the gifts God has given us to share. We will hang the new icon in the foyer  
of the Parish Life Center and will enjoy finding ourselves and our friends in it  
for years to come … just as we have enjoyed the icon of Christ Pantokrator  
that hangs there now. (Created in November 2009) 

 

 
We are ready for a new icon,  

and you are an essential part of the picture. 
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"Silence, Solitude and Re-Creation" 
     7:00PM  Wednesday, September 21st 

Our leadership in the church presumes an extroversion of energy and a bold  
voicing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Meanwhile, the well of life within our  
own soul desperately needs replenishment and renewal, lest we lose our first love. 
Silence is God's primary language, and listening must be our first practice. 

Brother Curtis Almquist  

Curtis Almquist SSJE has 
been a brother of the Society 
of Saint John the Evangelist 
for 25 years, and formerly, a 
parish priest.  He is active as a 
spiritual director and mentor, 
and was SSJE's Superior from 
2001-2010.  He now lives at 
SSJE's rural monastery, Emery 
House, in West Newbury, 
Massachusetts.  For more  
information about SSJE's life 
and ministry, see 
www.SSJE.org 

"The Shadow Grace in Disappointment and Failure" 
     7:00PM  Tuesday, September 20th 

We are called into leadership by the church because of our strengths.  Through 
our lips and in our lives, God is glorified and God's people experience what Jesus 
has promised.  Along the way, our weaknesses are inevitably exposed and failure, 
recurrent, as we work out our salvation.  Jesus offers us his healing, not just from 
our wounds, but in our wounds. 

Seminary of the Southwest 
Knapp Auditorium 
Sept 20-21, 2011 BLANDY LECTURES 

Dig deeper into the Christian faith,  
studying the Bible, Church history and 
theological ideas and reflect on connecting 
faith with life experiences.  

It’s Not Too Late! 

�
������������ �
�� ��������	��
If you think we are talking about ordained or professional ministry … 

please know we are talking about your personal ministry. 
 

EFM classes will begin in mid-September. If you have been thinking 
about the Tuesday evening group or the Wednesday afternoon group 
but have been procrastinating  … this is Last Call!�

Although the full EFM program covers 4 years, 
your registration requires a commitment for only 
one year at a time.  
 
EFM meets for thirty-six weekly sessions which 
roughly correspond to a typical school year — 
September through May with breaks at  
Thanksgiving, Christmas & Easter. 

For more information, call any of these mentors: Claudia 
Perez (921-2649) Nelson or Alice Smith (832-594-8162) 
or Linda Crannell (663-8043)    
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               http://www.christiancentury.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 

  BOOKS WEBSITES 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM THE RECTOR 
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Beginner's Grace:  
Bringing Prayer to Life  
by Kate Braestup 
 
I loved Braestup's memoir,  
Here If You Need Me, and  
am so excited to have her  
new book. She is ordained  
in the Unitarian Universalist 
Church and serves as chaplain 
to the search and rescue teams of the Maine  
wilderness, offering prayer and solace to victims 
and survivors and to the wardens who regularly 
deal with tragedy. In Beginner's Grace she offers 
a potpourri of instruction on prayer, biblical  
interpretation, deep theology, and entertaining  
anecdotes. You can expect her wisdom to pop up 
in sermons in days to come. 
 
Prodigal Sons and Material Girls:  
How Not to Be Your Child's ATM  
by Nathan Dungan 
 
Dungan is the author of  
the Share, Save, Spend  
curriculum, which we will  
be using for Christian  
Formation throughout  
the parish this fall.  
 
In this very engaging book,  
he offers shocking insight into 
the competing theology of  
advertising and the marketplace, which bombards 
our consciousness all day every day, while most 
of us get at most a couple hours of church a week. 
While it is directed at parents who are struggling 
to raise children with financial responsibility and 
good values, it is equally enlightening for those of 
us who simply want to get a better understanding 
of how money functions in our spiritual lives as 
well as on the level of practicality. 

I imagine I've directed you to the Christian 
Century website before, but it is a treasure  
trove of almost infinite dimensions.  
I particularly enjoyed looking at the summer 
reading lists of its various contributors. 

Nathan Dungan is the author of the Share, Save, 
Spend curriculum we are using in many facets of 
Christian Formation this fall. Here Krista Tippet  
engages him in an extensive interview that gives 
us a lot to think about in regard to the role money 
plays in our lives. He considers the question of 
what we truly value and how the marketplace  
trumpets a competitive theology which can  
frequently overwhelm even those of us who are 
observant Christians. 

http://being.publicradio.org/programs/moneymorals/dungan-sermon.shtml 
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from Tony  
         Garcia 

COMING Sunday September 11th at 6:00PM 
to The Parlor at St. Alban’s Parish Life Center 

Richard Attenborough was given a biography 
by an Indian acquaintance to consider as a 
movie project.  After reading the biography 
about Mohandas Ghandi, Attenborough  
contacted his Indian friend about starting the 
movie and was shocked to discover that no 
one was willing to fund the project.  It took 
18 years for Attenborough to raise the money 
and the actual filming and editing process 
took four years.  The final result is a modern 
classic (1982) that won 8 Academy Awards 
and set the model for civil disobedience world
-wide for social and political change. 

Ben Kingsley as Ghandi 

As human beings, our greatness lies not so 
much in being able to remake the world - that 
is the myth of the atomic age - as in being able 
to remake ourselves. 
                                                         Mohandas Gandhi  

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
(2 October 1869 – 30 January 1948)  
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Madeline Hoffman just completed a year long Clinical 
Pastoral Education (CPE) residency at Vitas Innovative 
Hospice Care in San Antonio.  She has now completed 
the necessary four units of CPE and the required hours 
of clinical work as a chaplain to be eligible for Board 
Certification as a Chaplain through the Association of 
Professional Chaplains (APC).  This year she has 
served on two interdisciplinary teams ministering to 
hospice patients and their families in assisted living 
facilities, personal care homes, private homes and two 
in-patient units.  She is now seeking a staff chaplain 
position in area hospices and asks our prayers for  
guidance to the best job in which to pursue her call. 
          
               Congratulations, Maddie! 
 

     
  AND BY THE WAY ... 

 Every one of us has a vocation, and the work we do, whether we are paid for it or not,  
 contributes to making God's world go round. 

 On Sunday, September 11, the Sunday following Labor Day, we will bless our labor at both of our  
 worship services. Please bring a token of your work to place upon the altar to be blessed. In the past  
 we have blessed pencils, business cards, daytimers, police badges, keys, dog collars, toys, garden  
 gloves, spatulas, and many more items. This is a good time to ponder how your work is indeed a  
 blessing, and taking your item back to work after it has been blessed is a moving experience. 

���������  

         ANNIVERSARY BLESSING! 
 
Congratulations to C W & Janice Hough 
         who recently celebrated with us 
        their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
It is with great joy and pleasure that I join with 
you, the community of St. Alban’s, in its worship 
and ministry. Your hospitality and prayerful spirit 
has helped form you into the faith community that 
allows all those who join you to grow closer to 
Christ in His Church. It is this authentic Christian 
spirit that attracted me to St. Alban’s and I am 
happy and proud that I am able to join with you in 
serving God here as a seminarian. As a prayerful 
and welcoming community, you may probably 
wonder, “Who is this stranger in our midst?” 
 
I am an Episcopalian who for over twenty years 
has been actively involved with various ministries 
in this Church.  As a former Roman Catholic  
I was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio and  
entered monastic life at the age of 21. As a monk  
I devoted myself to contemplative prayer and  
spiritual direction. Benedictine spirituality was  
������������������������
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���
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������������������
�����������
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today. I look forward to sharing with you the  
richness of that tradition.  
 
I enrolled in EfM (Education for Ministry) which 
helped me delve deeper into the ministerial path 
God has laid out for me.  Serving on vestry, being 
a catechumenal director, mentoring in EfM, being 
certified as spiritual director, ministering as an 
Eucharistic Visitor and serving on the Diocesan 
Ecclesiastical Court, has provided an opportunity 
for God to grace me in a variety of ways and  
�����������
���	������������	����������
������
faith community itself.  
 
 

Travis Smith 

Welcoming and Introducing Our New Seminarians  

In 2000 I moved to Hollywood, Florida just 
south of Ft. Lauderdale, where I make my 
home.  It was from my home parish of  
St. Mary Magdalene that I finally answered 
the call to become an ordained servant and 
minister in the Episcopal Church.  
 
The transition from lay ministry to that of  
ordained ministry was a welcomed challenge 
for me because I believe that the laity are 
called to be the first order of ministers based 
on our baptismal vows. I began to see  
ordained ministry as a call to serve God’s  
primary ministers: you. I pray that together 
with God’s guidance, I may share my gifts  
of spirituality, contemplation and compassion 
to affirm, foster and truly support the  
ministries God has called you to.   
 
Again I am honored and awe struck to come 
among you as a fellow sojourner in faith. 
May God’s blessings be ever present to you 
in your minds and hearts as we share ministry 
together.  I look forward to being graced by 
your presence. 
 
Faithfully, 

���������	
��
����������

 Many of us had the chance to  
 enjoy fellowship with Gerard  
 last spring, but here we meet  
 him for the first time in these  
 pages.  This year begins his  
 first year (officially) as one  
 of our seminarians. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Next month we will have the opportunity  
       to welcome and better get to know Travis,  
       our other seminarian.  
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1 
 
9:30AM 
Adult Bible Study  
Gospel of Matthew 

2 3 
 
10:00AM  
Klickety-Klack 

4 
9:00AM Eucharist 
  & Children’s Chapel 
10:15AM Christian  
            Formation 
11:15AM  
   Eucharist Rite II 
  & Children’s Chapel �

5 
 

6 
10:30AM 
Tai Chi 

7 
 
 
 
1-4:00PM 
     EFM 

8 
 
9:30AM 
Adult Bible Study  
Gospel of Matthew 
 
6:30PM 
C.O.H. 

9 
 
 
 
 
6:30PM 
Mahjong 

10 
 
8:30AM   
  B.O.S.A. 
 
9AM-12:00 Noon  
Safeguarding God’s 
   Children �

11 Blessing of Work 
     Ministry Fair 
 
9:00AM Eucharist 
  & Children’s Chapel 
10:15AM Christian  
            Formation 
11:15AM  
   Eucharist Rite II 
  & Children’s Chapel  
     
6:00PM  
   Cinema Paradiso �

12 
 
 
7:00PM 
Book Study 
A Hidden  
    Wholeness 
by Parker Palmer 
 
 

13 
10:30AM 
Tai Chi 
 
 
 
6-9:00PM 
   EFM 
 
6:30PM 
Outreach Mtg 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
1-4:00PM 
     EFM 

15 
 
9:30AM 
Adult Bible Study  
Gospel of Matthew 

16 17 
 
10:00AM  
Klickety-Klack 

18 
9:00AM Eucharist 
  & Children’s Chapel 
10:15AM Christian  
            Formation 
11:15AM  
   Eucharist Rite II 
  & Children’s Chapel  
Safeguarding God’s 
   Children (1:00-4:00PM)�

19 
 
 
 
7:00PM 
Book Study 
A Hidden  
    Wholeness 
by Parker Palmer 

20 
10:30AM 
Tai Chi 
 
7:00PM 
Daughters of 
The King  
 
6-9:00PM 
   EFM 

21 
 
 
1-4:00PM 
     EFM 

22 
 
9:30AM 
Adult Bible Study  
Gospel of Matthew 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30PM 
Mahjong 

24 
 
8:00AM-3:00PM  
Community of Hope 
   Training (1 of 7) �

25 
9:00AM Eucharist 
  & Children’s Chapel 
10:15AM Christian  
            Formation 
11:15AM  
   Eucharist Rite II 
  & Children’s Chapel �

26 
 
 
7:00PM 
Book Study 
A Hidden  
    Wholeness 
by Parker Palmer 

27 
10:30AM 
Tai Chi 
 
6-9:00PM 
   EFM 

28 
 
 
1-4:00PM 
     EFM 

29 
 
9:30AM 
Adult Bible Study  
Gospel of Matthew 

 
6:30PM-9:30PM  
Community of Hope 
   Training (2 of 7)  
�

30   
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
11819 IH 35 South (physical) 

Austin, TX 78747 
 

P.O. Box 368 (mailing) 
Manchaca, TX 78652 

 
Fax (512)282-6419 

Phone (512)282-5631 

 
Website    

http://www.stalbansaustin.org  
 

Email: lisa@stalbansaustin.org 
Email: margaret@stalbansaustin.org 

 
ALMANAC Editor 

Linda Crannell 
Email: linda@stalbansaustin.org 

[Your feedback and suggestions are welcomed.] 

Our Vision:  With God’s help, St. Alban’s embraces the growth of our community as we invite and welcome all fellow 
seekers to come and worship with us.  We offer a variety of opportunities for spiritual growth and diverse worship  
experiences, and we actively share our faith in Christ with others through service, outreach and fellowship. 
Our Mission:  We seek transformation of lives through sharing the gifts of God’s grace and love. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
 

Photos absolutely are what make the Almanac pages shine with the spirit on our hill! 
 �������������������� ����������
��������!����������
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sometimes chaotic process of putting the Almanac together to always keep the sources 
straight.) But we are grateful to all of you.  So THANK YOU to those who took the  
pictures appearing in this issue … with apologies because we have lost track of who sent 
in which pictures! 
 
 


